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The Eau Gallie Library on
September 18th at 7:00pm

 Monthly Meeting Changed to:

Day meeting changed to:
    Monday, September 8th

2 to 4 PM

 Prez Sez
Tropical Storm Fay prevented us from having our

August monthly meeting.  The libraries were closed as
was most everything else.  Did it ever rain!!

It is my sincere hope that you all stayed dry and
fared well through the storm.  Remember that if your
home did suffer damage you may be entitled to help
from the government.

Once again, if you want the newsletter by e-mail,
just drop me a note at president@bugclub.org.

The new club projector is working out well so far.
It is compact, sharp and quite bright.

As always, we need speakers for our monthly
meetings.  If you have a candidate, please let me know.

Take care of each other,

Larry, Prez

Due to the storm, there will not be a monthly
meeting report.

“Human beings are the only creatures that
allow their children to come back home”

-Bill Cosby

When to Turn Off Personal
Computers

U.S. Department of Energy - Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy. A Consumer’s Guide to Energy
Efficiency and Renewable Energy

http://www.energy.gov/forconsumers.htm

If you’re wondering when you should turn off your
personal computer for energy savings, here are some
general guidelines to help you make that decision.

Though there is a small surge in energy when a
computer starts up, this small amount of energy is still
less than the energy used when a computer is running for
long periods of time. For energy savings and conve-
nience, consider turning off

Continued on Page 3
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T The BUG Newsletter is created on a AMD
Athlon XP 2400 Mhz computer using PageMaker
6.01, on Windows 98se.

Articles, Reports, and new Advertisements should
reach the Managing Editor or Desk Top Publishing
SIG by 5:00 p.m  the Friday before the second
Wednesday of the month. Items received after the
deadline will be held for the following month’s issue.

The articles contained in this Newletter do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the Group, Editor,
or Publisher or any other person other than the author
of the article. The Brevard Users Group does not
support or condone illegal copying of software.

Permission is granted to copy articles, provided
the source is disclosed and proper credit is given to
the author.

All questions, correspondence, and other items
pertaining to the Newsletter should be directed to one
of the Editors.

    Questions involving advertising should be
directed to  Advertising  at the address below.

Articles or items of interest for inclusion in the
newsletter should be sent to The Editor at:

Brevard User’s Group
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, Fl. 32902-2456 or
Jim Townsend           728-5979
E-mail to:   newsletter@bugclub.org

Managing Editor Jim Townsend

Assistant Editors Ed McEwen,
Jack Nash

Newsletter  Volunteers: Dan Wadler
Distribution: John Williams
Home Page: http://bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE

BREVARD USERS GROUP
WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY

  September, 18th, 2008
At 7:00 pm

IN
The Eau Gallie Library

Visitors welcome!

Visit the BUG CLUB web site
 for the latest schedule.
http://bugclub.org

There will be a drawing for Door Prizes!
You must be a member and present to win!

ELECTRONIC WHOLESALERS
(321) 727-9010

ASTRO TOO
Surplus/Electronics Equipment/Parts

                   Computer Service

  6949 W. Nasa Blvd.                       (321) 727-9010
  W. Melbourne, FL 32904      Fax: (321) 253-2292

Web Site: AstroToo.com
EMail: 2@AstroToo.Com

Attention
Newsletter Editors

This publication is produced by:
Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.

The same printer used by many user groups, local
churches, mobile home parks, and many others at
affordable rates.

Creative Technology prints, folds, addresses, and
mails newsletters for your club, organization, family or
business from a ”pdf format” sent by e-mail or disk,
saving you lots of time and expense.

Contact Bob today to see how much money we
can save your organization. E-mail bob@ctimls.com

Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-2743
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Treasurer’s Report
By: Dave Riches

July 2008

EXPENSES
Projector $579.99
Printing $  74.47
Postage $  95.41

Total $749.87

INCOME
Dues $450.00
Interest on Savings $    1.25
Total $450.00

ASSETS
Checking $1,487.94
Savings $2,018.91
Total $3,506.85

Renewals:
Moore, Gene #1296
Lopez, Alvin #1250
Clanton, Troy #1183
Corley Sr., C.M. #0822
Ledman, John #1365
Planck, Jr., Carl #1231
Staples, Robert #1008
Curtiss, Judy #1268
Moody, William #1301
Preller, Charles #1293
Lauritsen, Henry #1124
Gilbert, Allan #1007
Cahill, Bill #1123
Guthrie, Al #1251
Middleton, William #1300

New Members:
Blaz, Howard #1315
Linebaugh, Lois #1316
Mears, Peter #1317

• the monitor if you aren’t going to use your PC for
more than 20 minutes

• both the CPU and monitor if you’re not going to use
your PC for more than 2 hours.

Make sure your monitors, printers, and other accesso-
ries are on a power strip/surge protector. When this
equipment is not in use for extended periods, turn off the
switch on the power strip to prevent them from drawing
power even when shut off. If you don’t use a power strip,
unplug extra equipment when it’s not in use.

Most PCs reach the end of their “useful” life due to
advances in technology long before the effects of being
switched on and off multiple times have a negative impact
on their service life. The less time a PC is on, the longer it
will “last.” PCs also produce heat, so turning them off
reduces building cooling loads. For cost effectiveness, you
also need to consider how much your time is worth. If it
takes a long time to shut down the computer and then
restart it later, the value of your time will probably be
much greater than the value of the amount of electricity
you will save by turning off the computer.

Power-Down or Sleep Mode Features
Many PCs available today come with a power-down

or sleep mode feature for the CPU and monitor. EN-
ERGY STAR® computers power down to a sleep mode
that consume 15 Watts or less power, which is around
70% less electricity than a computer without power
management features. ENERGY STAR monitors have
the capability to power

down into two successive “sleep” modes. In the first,
the monitor energy consumption is less than or equal to 15
Watts, and in the second, power consumption reduces to 8

Watts, which is less than 10% of its operating power
consumption.

Make sure you have the power-down feature set up
on your PC through your operating system software. This
has to be done by you, otherwise the PC will not power
down. If your PC and monitor do not have power-down
features, and even if they do, follow the guidelines below
about when to turn the CPU and monitor off.

Note: Screen savers are not energy savers. Using a
screen saver may in fact use more energy than not using
one and the power-down feature may not work if you
have a screen saver activated. In fact, modern LCD color
monitors do not need screen savers at all.

Turn Off Computers ... Continued from Page 1
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Windows Vista Performance
by Lynn Page, Editor, Crystal River Computer Group,
FL
www.crug.org
newsletter(at)crug.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s per-
mission for publication by APCUG member groups.

While here in Wyoming for the summer I have only
my laptop for all of my computing needs. This means
that keeping Windows Vista performing well is impor-
tant. I have noticed a slowdown at times. So I thought
this would be a good topic to discuss. Just how much
my laptop is slowing down versus my perception is hard
to determine. While in Florida I use my desktop for
many of the functions that I am using the laptop now. I
did notice that when I got my new DSL connection and
associated software there was a distinct change.

So here are some standard ideas to get the best
possible performance from your Windows Vista com-
puter. Most can also be said for other versions of
Windows but the actual procedures may vary.

Delete Unused or Never Used Programs
Many new computers come loaded with programs

or trial programs you won’t use. The trial and limited
editions of programs are provided with the hope that
you will try them and decide to upgrade to full versions.
So hunt through the computer and see what is installed.
Try out the programs if you want but when you are done
with your look and see uninstall those you will not use or
upgrade. Having unused or unwanted software on your
computer might slow it down by using memory, disk
space, and processing power. This is especially true if
the program loads and runs in the background.

This is also true of software programs that you
purchase or download. If you try a program out and
don’t like it or have one you like better uninstall it. I am
familiar with this particular problem because I purchase
almost every digital editing application that I see. I really
only regularly use three but have several more installed
on my home desktop.

So uninstall all the application programs you don’t

don’t use. Both manufacturer-installed software and
those you installed but don’t use anymore. It is important
to keep have good security and/or utility applications.
But remember that these virus scanners, spyware
detectors, disk cleaners, and backup tools may load
automatically at startup and run in the background. So
select the applications you need, keep them up to date
and uninstall any others.

To uninstall a program click the Start button and
then Control Panel. In Control Panel under Programs
click Uninstall a program. In the list of installed programs
select the one to remove and then click Uninstall/Change
and then follow the instruction in the dialog boxes. Some
applications come with their own uninstaller that is listed
in the All Programs listing. I generally check there first
and use the manufacturers uninstaller if it is available
before using Windows uninstall.

Control Which Programs Load at Startup
Software manufacturers design many programs to

load automatically when Windows starts. These pro-
grams open in the background so they’re readily avail-
able. You want that for your critical security software
like virus protection and firewall and it can speed
opening of programs you use all of the time, but for
programs you seldom or never use, it wastes memory
and slows Windows loading. Decide which programs
should load at startup and stop others from automatically
loading.

To see which programs load automatically start by
looking at the icons in the notification area on the
taskbar. Click the Show hidden icons button (greater
than symbol at the left of the notification area) to see all
icons and mouse over each to see the program name.
Then look deeper with Windows Defender to be sure
you know every program that loads automatically at
startup. You view and disable them in Windows De-
fender.

The Software Explorer screen in Windows Defender
shows startup programs which load automatically when
you launch Windows. Disable programs that shouldn’t
open automatically at startup. Restart the computer,
check that they don’t automatically load, and then open
the programs and use them manually.
Continued on Page 6
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If there is a problem go back and re-enable to start the
program/programs automatically.

Defragment the Hard Drive
Fragmentation of files makes the hard disk work to

reconstruct them and can slow down the computer. Disk
Defragmenter rearranges fragmented data so your hard
disk works more efficiently. I have Disk Defragmenter
set to run on a weekly schedule, but you can run it
manually.

Disk Defragmenter is found in System Tools under
accessories on the all Programs listing. Be sure to
defragment all disks. It is especially important to
defragment data partitions.

Clean Up the Hard Disk
With the large new hard drives it would seem that

freeing up hard disk space would not be very important.
But it is. With the ease of digital photography and the
increasing size of digital files hard disks can and do fill
up. So it is important to reduce the number of unneces-
sary files on the hard disk. Freeing up disk space can
help the computer run faster.

Before worrying about using a cleanup utility take a
look at your data files. Review old original digital
images, letters and other files. Delete those that are no
longer necessary. Develop a filing system to save and
store important files off your hard drive. I use external
hard drives, CDs, DVDs and Zip disks. After deleting
unneeded files and storing others off the hard drive use
Disk Cleanup to remove temporary files, empty the
Recycle Bin, and remove a variety files no longer
needed.

Another idea is to reduce the size of the Recycle
Bin. Right click on the icon on the desktop and click
properties. Review the settings and set the Recycle Bin
size for each drive to an appropriate amount. Remember
it should only be an exception when you need to retrieve
something that you sent to the Recycle Bin. Don’t
consider this another storage location.

Disk Clean Up is found in System Tools under
Accessories in the All Programs list. In the Disk Cleanup
Options dialog box, choose to clean up your files or all

of the files on the computer. Select the hard disk drive to
clean up, and click OK. On the Disk Cleanup tab select
the check boxes for the files to delete, click OK, and
then click Delete files to confirm the operation. The
More Options tab lets the administrator clean files from
all users on the computer.

Don’t Run as Many Programs at the Same
Time

How you use the computer has a big impact on its
performance. If you’re like me you keep several pro-
grams and browser windows open at once. I almost
always have Internet Explorer, Outlook, outlook Ex-
press and Word open. Then when I am working with
photos add at least Adobe Elements and Corel Paint
Shop Pro Photo. Its worse when I am working on the
CRUG newsletter because then I add Adobe GoLive to
this mix. With all of this going on my poor laptop is truly
toiling. Keeping all of these applications going really uses
the memory.

So if your computer is slowing down, see if you
really need to keep all of the programs and windows
open at once. I find it hard to do but when I am working
with large applications like GoLive, Elements, Paint
Shop Pro Photo and Word I sometimes close my email
and browsing applications. Then when finished with the
newsletter and web site I can check for new email and
browse all I want.

Turn Off Visual Effects
If Windows Vista is running slowly, consider dis-

abling some of its visual effects. These neat appearance
goodies take resources. They area a large and nice part
of Vista but if performance is affected trade the appear-
ance for performance. This is especially important if your
computer is just barely powerful enough for Windows
Vista.

Control which visual effects to turn off, one by one,
or let Windows make a selection. There are 20 visual
effects you can control, like the transparent glass look,
the way menus open or close, and whether shadows are
displayed.

Open Performance Information and Tools by
clicking the Start button and then Control Panel. Next

Windows Vista ... Continued from Page 5

Continued on Page 7
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click System and Maintenance and then Performance
Information and Tools. Click Adjust visual effects in the
left pane of the Performance Information and Tools
window. Select the Visual Effects tab. I have selected
the Let Windows choose what’s best for my computer
selected but you can make your own choices by select-
ing Custom. Or select Adjust for best performance, and
then click OK.

Restart
This is simple and something I have done a lot on my

home Windows XP desktop and even on my Vista
laptop. If the computer is really running slowly or
freezing up for long periods of time try closing unneces-
sary or even all the currently running programs. If that
doesn’t help restart the computer.

Check for Viruses and Spyware
Any time my computer starts running slowly, I worry

about the possibility that it might be infected with a virus
or spyware. I always run antivirus, firewall and anti-
spyware programs but I still worry. So if I see an
unexpected slowdown I manually run my antivirus and
antispyware programs. I don’t wait for the next
scheduled weekly scans.

So be sure you are using antispyware and antivirus
programs. And that they are up to date. I do checks for
updates at least daily. Then set a schedule to run each. If
you cannot schedule automatic scans set a day and time
and regularly start a manual scan.

A virus might make computer performance slower-
than-normal. Other things to watch for are unexpected
messages popping up, programs starting automatically,
or the hard disk constantly working. I sometimes get
worried when performance slows and the hard disk is
working only to remember that a scheduled scan is
running and using computer resources.

Spyware is a program that is installed with or
without your knowledge, to watch your activity. Check
for spyware with Windows Defender or other anti-
spyware programs. I use Windows Defender, Ad-
Aware and Spybot. Again remember to keep the
programs updated and run regularly scheduled weekly
scans.

Add Memory
If your computer is too slow, likely that it doesn’t

have enough memory for the tasks you are asking it to
perform. A hardware option to speed up your computer
is to add more memory. I added 1 G of memory to my
Windows XP desktop and the change was tremendous.

Windows Vista can run on a computer with 512 MB
of RAM, but is better with 1 GB and for optimal perfor-
mance use 2 GB or more. My laptop has 1 GB and
could use more.

Adding memory to my desktop was simple. Just be
sure to buy compatible memory for your computer and if
you’re going to open up computer case add all that you
might be able to use. For a Vista computer I would go
to at least 2 GB probably more.

Another option is to use Windows ReadyBoost to
boost the amount of memory to the computer. This uses
storage space on some removable media devices, such
as USB flash drives, to speed up your computer. I have
a 2 GB flash drive that I have reserved 1840 MG of
space to speed up my laptop. It’s easy to plug a flash
drive into a USB port. So if you don’t want to open up
the computer case can and plug memory modules into
the motherboard get a large ReadyBoost capable USB
drive.

Check Your Computer’s Speed
Windows Vista can check and rate your computer’s

speed with the Windows Experience Index. This index
rates your computer on five key components and gives a
subscore for each, and an overall base score that is only
as good as the worst-performing component score.

The Windows Experience Index measures the
capability of the computer’s hardware and software
configuration and expresses this measurement as a
number called a base score. A higher base score indi-
cates the computer will perform better and faster than a
computer with a lower base score.

The Windows Experience Index is designed to
accommodate advances in computer technology so the
base scores currently range from 1 to 5.9. As hardware
speed and performance improves, higher base scores
can be introduced.

Windows Vista ... Continued from Page 6

Continued on Page 12
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Moving on to Vista – Part 8
by Neil Stahfest, Librarian, Tacoma Area PC User
Group, WA
www.tapcug.org
ncstahfest(at)msn.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s per-
mission for publication by APCUG member groups.

Windows Vista is becoming more popular every
day, but there are still several special features that few
people are aware of! Besides the energy saving features
I mentioned last month, there’s another feature that goes
largely unnoticed by the average user. It’s about display-
ing time in multiple time zones using Vista’s system
clock. It works very well, particularly since we work
with countries all around the world and are no longer
confined to one time zone. It also helps when you intend
to chat with a friend or family member who lives in
another part of the country. Now, instead of calculating
different time zones in your head, you can have a handy
toolbar on your Vista computer that will tell the time for
you.

1. The first step is to right click on the clock in
your system tray at the bottom of your desktop.

2. Select Adjust Date/Time.
3. Click on the Additional Clocks tab at the top

of the window.
4. Choose the checkbox that you want to show

the additional clock.
5. Next, pick a time zone and give it a title.
6. You can add up to two additional time zones

this way.
7. Apply your changes.

To see the additional times, just hover your mouse
over the clock in the system tray.

Vista’s Service Pack 1 is out, if you have automatic
updates enabled on your PC its should already be
installed. So what does SP1 do? Microsoft previously
announced that Service Pack 1 would improve the
operating system’s performance and security. It would
speed up file copying, waking up from sleep and hiber-
nation faster and add and extract files from compressed
folders faster.

When you install SP1 it apparently checks to see if
you have installed previous updates and if it doesn’t find
them it installs them. Then in proceeds to install it’s ̄ new
¯ features. I had used automatic updates to keep my
installation current and Service Pack 1 installed quickly
on my laptop without any apparent problems.

Did I see any improvements? <sigh> Not really. I
saw no noticeable improvements in performance. As far
as I could tell start-up time was the same and file
copying was the same but the file copy fix? I had
previously installed (see Moving Up to Vista – Part 7).
Other people have reported similar impressions. One
person reported Vista with SP1 compressed files faster
than without SP1 but it is still slower than Windows XP.

What about new features? Frankly, the only one I
looked for and found was the disk defragmenter. Pre
SP1 when you selected the defrag function you had no
choices. The function simply defragmented your all of
your hard drive. With SP1 installed, the defragmenter
first examines your computer and makes a suggestion as
to whether your drives and partitions need to be
defragemented. There’s also an option to schedule
defragmenting at regular time intervals. I don’t remember
if this was available pre-SP1.

If you select the button? to defrag your hard drive,
you see a new screen which gives you the alternatives to
defrag all of your partitions and drives or select specific
partitions and hard drives to be defragmented. As with
pre-SP1 Vista, you can defrag your hard drive(s) while
continuing to use your computer. There is no specific
information that tells you how badly fragmented your
drives are or how much space is used. In my opinion,
the disk defragmenter in Windows XP was more useful.
For that kind of detail you’ll need to use a third party
disk defragmenter. I would say that Vista’s deframenter
with SP1 is improved but still a disappointment.

And that’s my general impression about Vista SP1.
I’m disappointed. The speed improvements that were
predicted just don’t seem to be there. Maybe the
security is improved but it’s not obvious to me. Maybe
Service Pack 2 will be better...

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author
solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All other uses
require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).
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Firefox 3 – Hot New Browser
By Ira Wilsker, APCUG Director; Columnist, The
Examiner, Beaumont, TX; Radio and TV Show Host
Iwilsker(at)apcug.net

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s per-
mission for publication by APCUG member groups.

WEBSITES:
http://www.getfirefox.com – Free Download
http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/features/ -

Features
https://addons.mozilla.org/firefox/ - Add ons

After a lengthy wait, Mozilla has released the latest
and greatest release of the very popular web browser,
Firefox 3. This new release, available for free download
from www.getfirefox.com, has many new features,
making it a very strong competitor to Microsoft’s
ubiquitous browser, Internet Explorer.

Firefox evolved from an earlier browser, Mozilla,
which in turn grew out of the Netscape browser as AOL
announced the cessation of Netscape development.
Since its first release several years ago, Firefox in its
current and previous versions has developed a wide
following, with hundreds of millions of copies down-
loaded. The newly released version 3 has tentatively set
a Guinness world record with over 8 million copies
downloaded in its first 24 hours of public release,
despite overloaded servers that discouraged countless
people from downloading it the first day of issue.
According to published reports, the number of copies of
Firefox 3 downloaded surpassed 14 million downloads
in the first 72 hours. Obviously, many people are using it.

Rhetorically, so why are so many using Firefox 3
rather than Internet Explorer (IE), which is installed by
default on all contemporary Windows computers?
There are several other fine browsers in circulation, such
as the newly released update to Opera, and Apple’s
Safari (for both Windows and Mac), but for Windows
computers, Firefox is firmly in second place, right behind
Internet Explorer. If Internet Explorer was not
preinstalled on Windows computers and integrated into
the operating system, there is a good chance that Firefox
3 could surpass IE in a fair competitive market. Firefox

3 is faster rendering web pages than IE, has superior
tabbed browsing, is written in tighter code taking fewer
system resources, and has many advantages over IE.
There is no reason why PC users should not download
Firefox 3 for Windows (7.8mb download), and install it,
as it runs happily on computers that already have IE
installed. On a fresh installation of Firefox on a Windows
computer, Firefox will nondestructively import the
favorites (bookmarks), cookies, and other information
from IE, without making any changes or impeding IE in
any way. If Firefox 3 is installed on a computer that has
an older version of Firefox installed, it will automatically
install it as an upgrade, including all bookmarks, pass-
words, cookies, and other information. Once installed,
many users, such as me, prefer to use Firefox instead of
IE. In my case I would say that I use Firefox for 98% of
my browsing tasks; it would be 100%, but I have IE
setup to access another internet account that I have, but
rarely use.

According to the Firefox 3 website at:

http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox,

over 15,000 improvements were made to version 3 over
version 2. The newly released version 3 is claimed to be
faster, safer, and smarter than the previous version, and
also IE! One of the new features, which I have person-
ally verified, is the fact that web pages do indeed load
faster than on IE and previous versions of Firefox.
Firefox 3 also consumes less system memory and
system resources, leading to improved computer perfor-
mance when Firefox is loaded and running, compared to
the previous version, or even IE. Firefox 3 is also more
secure than previous browsers, and incorporates the
latest technologies to help prevent phishing (identity
theft), and other website forgeries. A neat new feature in
Firefox 3 is “Instant Website ID”, where clicking on the
tiny website icon (“site favicon”) at the left of the URL in
the menu bar will display site information and identifica-
tion, which will likely indicate if the site is as intended, or
a web forgery.  Firefox 3 has also been engineered to
work smoothly and compliment Vista’s parental con-
trols, as well as most antivirus and other security pro-
grams.

Another interesting feature unique to Firefox 3 is the
“Smart Location Bar” that shows detailed information on
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Fire fox ... Continued from Page 10

Cartridge World
$2.00 Off  First Ink Refill  -  $10.00 Off First Laser Refill

Must bring empty ink or laser cartridges.
Not valid with other offers. Exp. 12/03/07

On Wickham Rd just south of Sarno

http://www.cartridgeworldusa.com/store434

785 N. Wickham Rd
Melbourne, Fl        321-242-7200

websites recently visited, and is accessed by clicking on
the right side of the menu bar. This Smart Location Bar
is intelligent, in that it adapts to persona preferences to
locate better website matches. Typing a “tag” or key-
word in the menu bar opens a detailed list of previously
visited websites containing that keyword, making it very
fast and easy to locate websites that have previously
been visited. Another very useful feature is the integrated
spell checker, which underlines any misspelled words
typed in a browser window; right clicking on the word
opens a list of suggested spellings, which a mouse click
will instantly replace the incorrect word with the cor-
rectly spelled word.

Malware of various types, including worms, Trojans,
viruses, and spyware is a growing menace to internet
users. Firefox 3 integrates a sophisticated anti-malware
feature that provides some protection if the user either
intentionally or erroneously accesses a website that
contains attack code. If such a dangerous website is
accessed, a full screen (browser window) display will
appear as a warning. Firefox, working with other
organizations (including Google) maintains a continuously
updated list of so called “attack sites”, so there is
nothing for the user to update or maintain. In the event
the user does happen to fall into a suspect site, such as a
very freshly created phishing (identity theft) website, the
forgery can be quickly reported by simply clicking on
HELP – REPORT WEB FORGERY; this will connect
to a Google service that collects such information on a
real-time basis, verifies the forgery, and automatically
adds it to the malware list, as well as forwards the
information to groups like Phish Tank
(www.phishtank.com) for further action.

Many of us use multiple passwords and user names
on countless websites.  Firefox 3 has an excellent
integrated and secure password manager. When a
password is first entered, Firefox 3 asks if you want it to
remember that password and logon information, without
any annoying pop-ups. Speaking of pop-ups, Firefox 3
incorporates a sophisticated and easily configurable
pop-up blocker which can stop pop-ups and pop-
unders, speeding and making more enjoyable the surfing
experience. In some cases, pop-ups are not irritating
advertisements, but instead contain important informa-
tion; these can be easily allowed when desired.

Many of us choose to tweak the appearance and
features of our browsers, and Firefox 3 happily obliges.
Firefox has many themes and “personas” that can be
selectively implemented to change the appearance of the
browser to meet our individual tastes. For those of us
who want additional features, Firefox offers over 5,000
free “add-ons” (addons.mozilla.org/firefox), which are
easy to install devices to customize the browser to work
as desired. I have installed about a dozen add-ons,
including some security add-ons (PhishTank, McAfee
SiteAdvisor, and others), as well as an enhanced down-
load manager (the one integrated in Firefox 3 is very
adequate for most users). I also have selected to use
differently colored tabs on the top of the browser
window, an add-on that can make a tab an IE window
(for the rare cases when a website is intended for IE
only), a PDF manager, and several other add-ons.

Firefox 3 is an outstanding and free product. It is a
very worthwhile competitor to Internet Explorer, and
users should try it to see if they like it. I like it, and use it
almost exclusively on my desktop and notebook com-
puters. That is the best recommendation I can give it.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the
author solely for publication by APCUG member
groups. All other uses require the permission of the
author (see e-mail address above).

To receive the Newsletter by E-mail contact
Larry French ( president@bugclub.org ).

You can receive E-mail only or both E-mail
and Snail mail, please specify.
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Continued on Page 12

The New, The Best, and The
Worst

Collected by Pim Borman, Webmaster, SW Indiana PC
Users Group
swipcug.apcug.org
swipcug(at)gmail.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s per-
mission for publication by APCUG member groups.

Tales of Woe
Sorry, Folks, but this month I can’t think of any

New and/or Best to report on, only Troubles, with a
Capital ‘T.’So let’s get started.

Spinrite 6.
Son Mike’s computer recently refused to boot, and

his main concern was the potential loss of some recent
data files that he had not yet backed up. Regrettable, but
it happens to the best of us - literally. The local school
system lost all the students’ test results of the current
term because the computers crashed. The data were not
securely backed up. Whom to blame? No one other
than the operator, IBM, symbol of computing excel-
lence. According to the local paper, the IBM represen-
tative claimed that this had never happened before and
could not be explained. Sound familiar?

Back to Mike. When it was clear that he could not
boot from the hard drive, not even in safe mode, the
next step was to use a Windows XP setup disc and use
its Repair function. Windows labored mightily, trying to
repair his drive, but kept getting bogged down with a
variety of obscure error messages. At one time he got a
DOS prompt that allowed him to list the files on his
computer, but when he tried to copy them he was
denied access. When we booted his computer with a
Live Ubuntu Linux CD he could also see his precious
files, but access was again denied.

There is a lesson to be learned from this. The
Windows XP operating system runs on a partition
configured in the NTFS format. When data files are
saved in that format, Windows XP (and Vista) by default
protect those files from access by others. That is a nice
safety feature for those who really need it, but it makes
the data unavailable over your network, or evidently

even from a DOS prompt. You can beforehand desig-
nate specific data files to be shared, but it is a lot of
bother, easily forgotten. Here is the lesson: store all your
data files on a separate partition set up in the older
FAT32 format, and they’ll be available whenever and
wherever you need them. Even better, also back them
up to an external drive in FAT32 format.

At this point I remembered reading about a terrific
file recovery program, Spinrite 6, available for $89 from
Gibson Research Corporation, owned and operated by
Steve Gibson, the well-known computer guru
(www.grc.com). We downloaded the program and
converted it to a bootable disc. After booting Mike’s
computer with the Spinrite disc it immediately an-
nounced that his drive was subject to imminent failure.
Well, that’s what we spent the $89 for. We started the
file recovery mode, with a warning that this could take a
looong time, think 24 hours or so.

Several days later, after running something like 60
hours during which the program every so often would
get bogged down and had to be restarted, the program
had progressed to 93% completion and refused to go
any further. No indication that any files were available to
be recovered.

Mike installed Windows XP on a new drive and put
the old wreck in an external hard drive enclosure
connected to a USB port of his computer. The old drive
was unreadable at this point. Still unwilling to give up,
Mike tried the old standby, Windows’ checkdisk with
the /F parameter (for “fix”) to let Windows try to repair
salvageable parts of the drive. It worked! After several
repeats of the procedure he was able to recover most of
his lost files that meanwhile also had become accessible.
So much for Spinrite, mark one up for good old DOS.

Acronis
After creating the Spinrite disc, and before using it

on Mike’s computer, I tested it on my desktop computer
by doing a routine check of my hard drive, expecting it
to be in perfect shape. To my surprise Spinrite halted
about 5% into the inspection because the hard drive was
overheating. Newer serial (SATA) hard drives are
equipped with a SMART program that reports many
operating parameters of the drive. Windows can’t read
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SMART, but Spinrite can. On inspection I found that the
cooling fan for the hard drive compartment was kaput. It
was easily replaced by the local people who built my
computer, but even then the drive continued to overheat,
a clear warning that it may fail any time.

I bought a new 500 GB Maxtor drive (on sale for
$99!) which came with a utility, “MaxBlast” to copy an
exact image of my setup to the new disc, avoiding the
necessity to reinstall everything. The way it wanted to go
about it was to do a three—way partition of the 500
MB drive, similar to the 3 partitions in the old (250 MB)
drive, but twice as large. It was going to copy everything
on the old drive to the new drive, including my Linux
programs in their partition, with the warning that the
Linux system would no longer be bootable. That was not
what I had in mind, I just wanted to copy an image of
the C: partition from the old to the new drive. Since
MaxBlast turned out to be version 10 of disk manager
Acronis, I gave Acronis-11 a try in the hope that it
would be more flexible. I uninstalled MaxBlast and tried
to install Acronis 11, but it balked. I tried to remove all
traces of MaxBlast from the Registry, but Acronis still
wouldn’t install. I uninstalled as much as possible of
Acronis and tried to reinstall MaxBlast. No luck; darn.
So much for Acronis.

After clean installations of Windows XP and Ubuntu
Linux on the new drive, Windows could not find my
Internet connection. After struggling several days I finally
realized that my motherboard needed to be software-
configured and that I did not have the correct drivers.
Thanks to the local availability of the guys who originally
built the system I got the correct drivers and all was well.
Ubuntu never had any problem. It downloaded and
installed the required Linux drivers automatically.

Ubuntu
Windows Vista is not the only operating system with

compatibility problems on installation. Ubuntu and other
Linux distributions have more than their share of installa-
tion problems. Most of these appear to be due to
proprietary graphics systems for which Linux has no
drivers (yet). I have been recommending for years that
people ought to start using Linux, but on both occasions
where I convinced someone, it turned out that Ubuntu

was incompatible with their systems. Computers with
integrated graphics and many laptop computers have
low-cost proprietary hardware (made in China) that is
attuned to Windows, but unlikely to have Linux drivers.
Standard graphics cards from major manufacturers are
more likely to have Linux drivers available, and those
based on the NVidea chip set have Linux support from
the manufacturer.

You can try to run Ubuntu from the CD-ROM
without installing it on the hard drive, a so-called “live”
installation. If that works, your system is probably
compatible and you can proceed with a permanent
installation. If it doesn’t work, not much is lost since the
distribution is free. In any case, Linux is a large program
and requires at least 256 MB of RAM and 10 GB of
hard drive space.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the
author solely for publication by APCUG member
groups. All other uses require the permission of the
author (see e-mail address above).

Windows Vista ... Continued from Page 7
To view your computer’s base score open Perfor-

mance Information and Tools from Control Panel. If you
have upgraded your hardware click Update my score to
see if the scores have changed. If subscores and a base
score are not shown, click Score this computer.

My laptop has a mediocre base score of 3.1 due to
its limited graphics abilities.

Check for Manufacturer’s Updates
Check your computer manufacturer’s web site to

see if they have released any updates for your specific
hardware and software. If users are reporting the same
problem, the manufacturer might have issued a fix, or
provided information about the problem.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the
author solely for publication by APCUG member
groups. All other uses require the permission of the
author .
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Viewing the Bigger Picture
By Bonnie L. Snyder, P*PCompAS, Colorado Springs,
CO
http://ppcompas.apcug.org/
Bonniels21(at)gmail.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for
publication by APCUG member groups.

At the risk of being the bearer of bad news, I have to
say that none of us is getting any younger. User groups
tend to be populated more by senior citizens than by any
other age group. As we age, we find the need for more
and more assistive aids, including those that will help us
to use our computers more comfortably and efficiently.

Many of us will find, as time goes on, that our vision
is not what it used to be. We may find that our eyes
fatigue as we read information on the computer monitor,
and we may find that some of the smaller fonts and
graphics on the screen require us to squint and lean
forward into the display.

In this article, I will discuss two screen enlargement
programs that might help us minimize our visual difficulties
as we use our computers.

The first program I want to talk about is called Magic
Lens Max. I downloaded an older version of the pro-
gram from Giveawayoftheday.com and was very im-
pressed with what it could do. I e-mailed the program’s
author and told him what a terrific program it was and I
have demonstrated it to various groups who provide
services to the blind and visually impaired. Additionally,
the cost of the program is only $39.95. I went ahead and
purchased a copy of the most recent edition and was
even more pleased with what the author had added since
my downloaded version.

Magic Lens Max provides a variety of ways to
magnify the computer screen, from resizable moveable
lenses, which magnify directly over where your mouse or
cursor is working, to a full screen magnification option,
which slows down the screen refresh very minimally. You
have some color contrast options to choose from with
this program as well as an invert colors option for light
text on dark background. The magnification levels can be

Continued on Page 14

selected from 50% (which is non-magnification) up to
pretty much infinity. Anything above 350% starts to blur
a bit, although there are options to sharpen. Below is
the Magic Lens Max option screen: <insert
magic_lens_max>

The Magic Lens Max icon that resides in the system
tray can be single-clicked to turn on or turn off the
magnification.

This is an excellent program that is both useful and
affordable. If you are interested in testing it out, go to
www.visionsuit.com. You can download a 30-day
demo of the latest version. If you decide to purchase
Magic Lens Max, once you have paid the $39.95, you
will be sent a registration code that can be entered into
the demo, and it becomes fully functional.

The second program I evaluated for screen magnifi-
cation allows for an additional option: speech along with
the magnification. This program is called iZoom, and
can be obtained from http://www.issist.com/. I really
like the customizing options available in iZoom. These
can be accessed from the initial menu when iZoom
comes on, or once the menu is closed, you can reopen
it quickly by clicking the mouse on the iZoom icon in the
system tray. Here are the option screens: <insert
izoom1 and izoom2>

iZoom allows for default or customizable hot keys,
several sizes and colors of mouse pointers, color
combinations supplied with the program, as well as
custom color modes, several sizes and shapes of
“locators” that help the user find the location of the
mouse pointer, and a choice of several lens shapes, as
well as full-screen magnification. iZoom magnifies from
1X to 32X.

The negatives I have found in iZoom are as follows:
First, when using the lens mode, you have to place the
lens first over what you want to interact with, and then
move the mouse pointer within that lens. Second, from
about the 3X magnification up, the display becomes
more and more pixilated which can be a problem for
some vision conditions, such as astigmatism, among
others. Third, there is only one voice offered with the
speech option and it is not a particularly pleasant one.
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As you would expect, with additional options comes

an additional cost. Again, you can download a 30-day
demo of iZoom from the Website, and if you wish to
purchase the program, the price is $199.00. However,
keep in mind that the two major commercial screen
magnification programs, MAGic from Freedom Scien-
tific and ZoomText Plus from AI Squared, both weigh in
at from $300.00 to $550.00, depending on how many
options you wish to have. So, if you feel the need to
view the bigger picture, give the demos of the above
programs a try, and see if they will be of use to you.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the
author solely for publication by APCUG member
groups. All other uses require the permission of the
author (see e-mail address above).

Painter 4 Essentials, a First Im-
pression

By Dave Chalmers, Editor, Kern Independent PCUG,
CA
www.kipug.org
newsletter(at)kipug.org

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for
publication by APCUG member groups.

Corel’s demonstration of their products at the recent
Southwest Computer Conference showed one new
product that really interested me. Corel Painter 4
Essentials is a real painting program, not a photo editing
program. It has the features of being able to paint or
draw with a computer. If you have a shred of drawing
talent, you might really like this program.

Now I have no talents this way unfortunately. Why I
would buy a program like this, being a photographer,
might surprise you. Painter has a great feature that will
auto paint or draw from a photo. In this mode you pick
a style from many artistic techniques and stand back.

Will this look great for all photos? The simple
answer is no. If you have a lousy picture you will
probably end up with a lousy painting. Photos that are
dependent on a lot of fine detail to work will also not be
a good candidate for this product. Simple landscapes or
portraits or more abstract photos will probably work
the best. Now having said that, there are always excep-
tions that will work, trying the process only takes some
time.

You start with a photo that has been corrected and
cropped using a photo editing program. Jpeg’s, tiff, and
PhotoShop psd files will work. Just open them in
Painter and start selecting the artistic medium you want.
Once the program commences you will see a very
blobby and abstract image in the beginning. As the
process continues, details emerge; you can stop the
drawing at any time or let it go to completion. Once
done you can go into using your own painting efforts to
add or subtract details to enhance the painting. A good
example of this would be a portrait. Increasing the
details around the eyes usually helps the overall compo-
sition. If some of the background contrasts too much

with the person, you can blur and tone down the back-
ground.

A graphic tablet is a real plus with Painter, as it uses
the stylus for changing the brush characteristics, as you
go. A mouse works fine, but it doesn’t have as much
flexibility as the tablet. Wacom makes some tablets that
are fairly inexpensive. Please note, a tablet is not re-
quired to get this program to work.

Printing with this program is quite simple. It doesn’t
have a dedicated color management system as more
expensive programs, but if you can print a good photo,
then printing with Painter is no problem.

Painter comes with some excellent video tutorials
that really clue you in on the features and give a great
how-to aspect to it. They are logically arranged and each
segment is not too long. Painter even comes with a nice
printed manual, with illustrations. The manual generally
follows along with the tutorials.

Retail price is $99 and the member price is $79. It
installs on both PC’s and MAC’s. As a supplement to a
photo editing program, I certainly recommend it.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the
author solely for publication by APCUG member
groups. All other uses require the permission of the
author (see e-mail address above).
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Brevard  Users  Group  Membership  Application

First Name _________________________________

Address ___________________________________

Home Phone ________________________________

Family Membership  $25.00

Last Name _________________________________

City ______________________________________

State _______  Zip + 4 ________________________

E-mail Address ______________________________

Special Interest Groups BUG Club Information

Moving ?
Don’t miss out on any issues of the BUG Newsletter
Send your new address to:
Brevard Users Group  Att: Treasurer
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456
And e-mail to the Newsletter and Treasurer at:
newsletter@bugclub.org
treasurer@bugclub.org

Afternoon Meeting
An afternoon meeting is held on the first

Monday of the month at 2pm, in One Senior
Place,  8085 Spyglass Hill Rd, Viera.

 BUG E-MAIL LIST
To be included in the BUG  E-Mail roster, send

an E-Mail to Larry French at:
president@bugclub.org.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address and
your BUG membership number. You will then
receive notices and updates on BUG activities,

special events, changes to schedules, etc.

BUG  Officers
Meets the First Wednesday of the month at the

Fee Ave. Library, in Study room 1
Time 7:00 pm to 8:00pm

Sponsorship Rates
    4 Months     8 Months    12 Months

Full Page   $160.00     $ 305.00        $ 440.00
Half Page  $  85.00     $ 162.00        $ 232.00
Qtr Page   $  45.00     $   86.00        $ 123.00
Bus Card  $  25.00      $  48.00         $   68.00

TINKERS  SIG
 Meets on most Sundays at Bob Schmidt’s house.
 Call 952-0199 to verify meeting and directions.

E-mail:  rschmidt@cfl.rr.com

WINDOWS  SIG
Meets 7:00 PM Thursdays

1st & 3rd Thursday at Eau Gallie Library.
All Other Thursdays at Melbourne Library on

Fee Avenue.

          BEGINNERS SIG    (Newbies)
Meets at 6:30 pm. The 2nd and 4th Thursdays, in
the Fee Ave Library, before the Windows SIG

NEWSLETTER  SIG
Meets twice a month on the Saturdays before and

after the BUG monthly meeting.
Place is Jim Townsend’s home.

Call 728-5979 for directions.

LINUX SIG
Meets on the Second and Fourth Tuesdays in

the small conference room at the
Melbourne Library on Fee Ave. 7:00 pm

                IMAGING SIG
Meets at 7:30 PM the second and fourth

Thursdays, after the Windows SIG, at the Fee
Ave Library in Melbourne.
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Brevard Users Group
Incorporated
P. O. Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456

Meetings:
Are held at the Melbourne Library  on
Fee Ave. the third Wednesday of the
month at 7:00 PM.

Membership:
Is by application and payment of $25.00
annual dues.  Membership is for 12
months from receipt of dues and
includes a year’s subscription to the
newsletter.

Your membership expires on the date
indicated in the upper left of your
address label (YYYY\MM). Please
allow six weeks for processing the
renewal.

BUG Officers

President:
Larry French                   837-0962
president@bugclub.org

Vice President
Lester Cassel
vicepresident@bugclub.org

Treasurer:
Dave Riches
treasurer@bugclub.org

Secretary:
Eileen Cameron
secretary@bugclub.org

Member at Large:
Dan Wadler

Special Interest Groups

Beginners’ SIG:
Larry French                    837-0962
beginners@bugclub.org

Hardware  (Tinkers)  SIG:
Bob Schmidt                    952-0199
hardware@bugclub.org

Newsletter Publishing SIG:
Jim Townsend                   728-5979
newsletter@bugclub.org

Win 9x/XP SIG:
George Rymer                  724-6715
Chuck Boring                   454-9455
Bob Staples                      255-2623

Imaging SIG:
Ed McEwen   imaging@bugclub.org

BUG Web Page:
http://bugclub.org

Tom Butler                     242-9869
geotbutler@juno.com

FACUG Representative:
Open

Program Director:
Dan Wadler

Webmaster:
Eric Arnold
webmaster@bugclub.org

Committee Chairperson

Beginners Help:

Linux SIG
Chris Crisafulli
linux-sig@bugclub.org


