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PREZ SEZ !
By George Rymer

At the June 26th Windows/Imaging SIG amember
asked the question, “Why should heremain amem-
ber”?He stated that his neighbor had dropped out of
the club and hewas contempl ating the same action. It
seemsthey areboth “Newbies’ and feel most of the
discussionsareover their heads. Thiscameasasur-
priseto most of the group, aswewere under the
impression that we were meeting the needs of everyone
attending, and no-one had asked for a“ Beginners
SG”

After somediscussion wediscovered that “ Newbies’
sometimesjust don’t know what questionsto ask. It
isn't just not wanting to appear dumb, (weall know
therearen’t any dumb questions,) but not knowing what
or how to ask theright question for the problem they
have. Now we' reall beeninthat position at onetimeor
another, but aswe become more and more proficient
wetend to forget the problemsbeginnershave.

WhileJim Hally writesagood Newbies Corner for
the Newdetter, thereisnothing likea“Handson, One
on On€e’ Instructional Session to show theway. Asa

another SIGtobeheld at 6:30, just beforethe
Windows SIG, totry and addressthis problem.
Should theinterest and participationinthisprove
worthwhile, we can expand thetimethat we
devotetoit by either starting earlier, or extending
thetime and starting thewindows SIG | ater.

Thereareanumber of wayswe canwork it,
| F thereisenough interest shownto makeit
worthwhile. Thedecisionisuptoyou, our
members. You must makeyour desiresknown.
There should be areasonabl e percentage of the
membership that desirethisand will support it.

Our whole purposeinbeing, isto Teach,
Help and Learn. | would request that those
memberswho have advanced beyond the
Newbie stage not cometo the Newbies meeting
and ask questionsthat are beyond the Newbies
range. Savethose questionsfor the Windows
SIG. Wedon't want tointimidatethemintheir
own environment . | would say, comeand listen,
refresh your memoriesand perhapsyou can
assstinproviding asolutionto the problem. The
coursewefollowisuptoyou...........

result of this“ Eye Opening” complaint, Larry French, Seeyounextmonth............... George
Jack Nash and Jim Townsend have volunteered to start g
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THENEXT MEETING OF THE
BREVARD USERSGROUP

WILL BEON
August 20th, 2003
AT 7:00 pm
IN
Melbourne Library on Fee Avenue
Visitors welcome!
Visit theBUG CLUB web site
for thelatest schedule.
http://bugclub.org
Therewill beadrawingfor Door Prizes!
You must beamember and present towin!

\ J

COMPUTER SALES AND
SERVICE
BUY - SELL - TRADE
BEACH COMPUTERS
714 South Patrick Drive
SATELLITE BEACH, FL 32937

Supplies
Complete Service
Serving Brevard

Since 1985

SALES (321) 777 - 1629
SERVICE (321) 773 - 8194
email: beachcom@mpcs.com

Bill Arflinlll
Owner

The Second version of the NewbiesCD is
now Available. The cost is$5.00, or $3.00
if youreturntheFirst version.

See Jim Hally at any of the club meetings.
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M ary
Alice

Grant
L Secretary

BUG MEETING 16 July 2003

Our President, George Rymer wasout of
town, sothe Vice President; Lucille Wagner presided
and opened themesting at 7pm.

Sheintroduced therest of the BUG Club
officersand then introduced the night’ s speaker, Mr.
Carmen Sidoti from Prudentia Insuranceand Finan-
cid Services.

Thewebstefor Prudentid is:
WWW.prudential.com.

Mr. Sidoti encouraged adl tovisit thesiteand see
what they haveto offer for the monetary planning of
financia services. Atthesiteyouwill findtopicson
money management, research, stock quotesto see
how themarket isworking, financia planning, and
retirement plans.

Healso said that it wasimportant to look at
asset dlocation andfill out theform to start aportfo-
lio. Thiswill help map outinvestmentsor aretire-
ment plan. Stock quotesaregivenonthesiteinrea
time, and mutua investmentsat the end of each day.

A synopsisof thestock market fromthe 1950's
to present day wasgiven. Itisimportant to remem-
ber that what goes down must come back up. With
that inmind you should diversify your investment.
Stay invested and maintain awell-diversified portfo-
lio. Youdo thisbased onyour needsor what your
risk comfort level is. Also, you should dways
reaffirmwhy you started investing inthefirst place so
asto keep theinvestment at thelevel you wish.

Wheninvesting it isbetter to placethemoniesin
severa stocksover thelong runinstead of investing

Continued on Page 8
August 2003

From the Webmaster:
By Eric Arnold

Controlling SPAM email

Like everyone else, my INBOX is constantly
bombarded with unsolicited email. The most effec-
tive solution | have found, isto createa“RULE” in
Outlook Express. Thiswas not very practical with
Netscape v4.x, asit limited the number of entries and
used alogical “AND” to distinguish each item. The
AND function would require al the blocked words
be present in each message!

Outlook Express enabled meto create a“RULE”
for select words to block, and has an “ Apply Now”
function to test your “”RULE”. Thisis so easily
done, and theresult ismore junk inmy “DELETE”
folder than in my “INBOX”. Hereishow | doit!

* First, select the common or objectionable word
withinanewly arrived email, then copy it using your
mouse.

* Then click on: TOOLS, MESSAGE RULES,
MAIL, then click on NEW.

* Then in the top box, select: “Where the message
body contains specific words’.

* Then in the middle box, select: “ Delete”

* Then in the bottom box, click on: “ contains
specific words’, then type in or paste the objection-
able word.

* Then in the bottom box, namethe NEW Rule:
“Blocked Words”

Totest your Rule, click on“Apply Now”, if
al iswell, theemail should bemovedtothe Delete
folder! Thisprocedure doesnot work well with
phrases, andis case sensitive. Which meansyou
may have several occurrencesof the sameword
using adifferent case. Such as: spam, Spam, SPAM
or SPA M. At present, my “Blocked Words
RULE” hasover 90 words such asviagra, mort-
gage, porn, Smuit, €tc...

Thisdoesnot work on all emails, asthe
spammersinsertimagesinthebody of their mes-
sages, which havenotext to block! Theonly
solution for theseisto select “ Block Message” and
thesewill occasionally end upinthe Delete box!

Try creating anew folder called“BUG Club”,
and anew Ruleto place ALL incoming BUG
messagesintothe“BUG Club” folder!

B
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Treasurer’sReport : ([ ELECTRONICWHOLESALERS )
By Ted Glaser P / (321) 727-9010
LA | ASTROTOO
July 17th 2003 /‘Jf St . ' Surplus/Electronics Equipment/Parts
; L) Computer Service & Training
Expense
Capital Equip 6949W. Nasa Blvd. . (321) 727-9010
RepairgMaint W. Melbourne, FL 32904 Fax: (321) 253-2292
Prizes/pa’ty Web Site: AstroToo.com
Newdetter EMail: Astro@AstroToo.Com
Printing $ 191.28
Maling $ 60.00 L NEW LOCATION! )
Office Supplies
Postoffice ( R
Rent (PO bx)
Stamps
Bulk Permit MAILBOXES & MORE
Photocopies
Professional Fees
FACUG 1d8Samo Rd {321) 255-9330
Malbouma, FL 32835 FaK ) 255-6319
APCUG Emal malbosesman: Ba0l com
FL Dept Rev
Sub Totals
Income .
Dues $ 150.00 PC Gamlng Arena
CD Sdles "LAN GAMES"
" .
Nl A S 2500 The Gamer's Choice
Interest ' 23 Top-End gaming rigs all
A _ & \S " networked together using
%ﬁﬁg Acc't $ 634.02 e o
SavingsAcct $1960.88 nateshaw@pcgamingarena.com
Petty Cash $ - Melbourne, FL 32935
(321) 751-7242
Renewals:
Baker,J. #1009 D.C. N
Clancy, W. #0975 Computer
Derby, V. #0588 Management
Hally,J. #1006 Repair & Services
R, () B
New M embers: HMOTHITG alm bay,
A+ Cirtitication 917.
A LINUX Experienced LRI
Brinegar, J. #1208 5 _
Kurtz, K. #1209 venenatues@techemail.com
” . Duane S. Chapman
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Free Stuff by Neil Van Oost Jr.
VCW VicMan’'sPhoto Editor

VCW VicMan'sPhoto Editor statesinits
Overview that it “isaversatileimage editor with
intuitive, origina, easy-to-learninterfaceand a
variety of features. Thispowerful applicationisuser-
friendly, offering usersthesmplicity of imageediting,
high productivity and easy customizing abilities’.

Whenfirst opening theprogram, itdisplaysa
small screen giving optionsto: Watch animated
tutorialsof whichtherearethree- oneinthepro-
gramand the other two online, work withthe
program, or view the helpfile. | watched the ani-
mated “ The power of cloning” tutorid. Thisfeature
isonlyavailableinthe“Pro” version. | had towatch
thetutorial several timesasitwent by pretty fast.

Thetwo onlinetutorial swould not comeup
when | tried them. Well, back to the program, |
loaded up the program and opened apicture. The
picture opened up and wasshowing mejust asmall
part of theimage, alittlefiddling and use of thehelp
fileslead meto discover that therearetwo win-
dows, the Editing and thePreview windows.

| had sometroublefinding thePreview window
asit wasunder the Editingwindowand | had to
movetheEditing window asidetofindit - would
have beenniceto have some placein oneof thepull
down windowsto switch betweenthetwoin case
you loosetrack of thePreview window.

But thereisasolution at hand, just click the
“MoreFeatures’ tab and “ Suggest afeature” or if
you find that you want avery specia featureyou can
have one cusom devel oped (for aprice) by clicking
the” Order new feature”.

Thepicturel selected wasonetakenearly
morning, just starting to get light, branches covered
with snow, cameral ooking up throughthemat the
sky. Thedigitd picturecameout witheverything
tinted blue. | figured thiswould be agood test
picture. It didn’ ttakelong playing with thecolor
correction controlsto makethissnap look likeit
wastaken in daytime. The program hasmany,
transformation controls, plugins, and filtersto make
a“picturejunky” happy. It may not havedl thebells
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andwhigtlesof the*bigboys’, butitistill in
progress. Alsoittakesabit of playing around with
to beableto get from hereto the“there” youwant
togoto.

VCW VicMan'sPhoto Editor 7.0, isafree,
powerful yet easy to useimageeditor for Windows
98/ME/NT/2000/XP. Mainfeatures:

* 20+ imagefileformats support

* Adobe Photoshop compatible plugins support

* Nearly ahundred pre-installed filters,

* transformations and effects

* Edit and preview imagesat any scale

* Handy drawing tools: Pencil, Brushand Eraser
* Color selection and replacementtools

* Selectiontools: rectangular, freeform, and Magic
Wand

* Text and gradient tools

* Color tolerance tool swith separateoptionsfor
each of thethree color channels

* Gammacorrection tool

* Brightness, saturation and contrast adjustment
* Adobe Photoshop compatiblefilterssupport

* New faster and more productiveengine

* Powerful cloningtools(PRO versiononly)

* New improved interface

* Different typesof brush and gradienttools

User support systemincludesdetailed online
hel p and animated tutorial s. Thedirect download
link is: http:/Amwww.vicman.net/soft/pheding.exe.

If youlikethe program and decideto upgradeit
tothe“Pro” versonwith al thefeaturesit'sonly
$29.95

Overdl | liked the program,on afivestar scael
would giveit 3%, it hassome nicefeatures, but |
foundit alittlebit hard to fast trackthelearning
curveand ithasacoupleof bugs, perhapsas| play
withit moreit will becomeeasier touse.

| am surethat thisprogramwill evolveinto
somethingto givethe“BigBoys’ arunfor their
money and | will keep my eyeonit.

A fairly nice Photo Editor fromourfriendsin
Moscow, Russia. Why don’'t you download it and
just givethe“free” versonatry, youmight just like
it. http:/Aww.vicman.net/index.htm

Copyright Computer Club of Ocean County,
New Jersey

B
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PicalL oader 1.18
A Review by Neil Van Oost

Goldminefor a“PictureJunki€’. | havealways
collected picturesand clip art, | have over 500,000
scansthat | have doneover theyears, mostly clipart
- black andwhite. A coupleof yearsago | reviewed
aprogram that downloaded picturesfromaweb site
automatically. It did agood job at thetime, but was
limitedasto how many levelsit couldgointoasite
and missed alot of good picturesthat it could not
get tobecause of thevariouswaysweb sitesare
constructed. Well, thereisanew big gunintown,
“Picaloader.”

| have been playing with it for over two weeks
now andtonight | finally decided to sit down and do
thisreview. Inthosetwo weeks| have been down-
loading an average of 500 to 3000 picturesanight
depending on the sitesandsizes of picturesand how
| set Picaloader up and howlong| leaveit run. At
8:15PM | started Pical_oader running on http://
www.bal deagles.com/ hoping to get somenice
pictures of eaglesto usefor ascreen saver, well its
now 8:35 PM and Pical oader hasdownloaded 206
web pages and found 66 picturesthat met my size
restrictions, it hasfiltered out 334 that did not, and
did not download 6 picturesthat it found were
duplicates.

| looked at apreview of thethumbnailsdown-
loaded, expanded, with aclick, acoupleto seewhat
they look likeat full size onthe screen, and it looks
likesofar | have about 32 of the bunch for my
Screen save.

Just what can Pical oader do?Well herearea
few of thethingsit can do: Download up to 50
threads at atime (withadial-up connection5at a
timeisjust about right - I'll betit really humsona
cable connection). It hasan advancedHTML
Analyst Engine, it canfollow amost every link,
including JavaScript, VB Script, and JScript links
and it actsassecurity against virusesand malicious
scripts. It hasanadvanced Picture Filtering Engine,
Pical oader includesseverd picturefilter profiles,
i.e. High-Definition photos, Gif Animation, 800X 600
Wallpaper, 1024X 768 Wall paper, etc. And you can
defineyour own picturefilter profiletofilter pictures
by Size, Definition, Type, tc.

Itfilterspicturesby analyzing apicturefile's
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header recorder, no need to download entire picture
to your machine. It can search asequence of
pictures and searchfor apicture sequence by
number, even if thepicturesin the sequence are not
visbleonthetarget site.

Picaloader can saveevery picture’'sname, Size,
createtime, download time, referring URL,, and the
picture’ snotes.

It also has many ways to Manage Downloaded
Pictures and View Pictures - you can even run aslide
show with them. You can view all the particulars and
download alimited function version for evaluation at
Picaloader’s Home at http://www.vowsoft.com/
index.htm. With trial version you can only download
500 pictures each time you run it and the program will
expire after 30 days. A full version sellson the site
for $49.95; educational institutions can purchase at a
discount, see site for details.

Now for what | like and dislike about the pro-
gram: ltsgrest, | like almost everything about it.
Installation - no problems, Setup - check out the
onlinetutoria, Help - very good, both withinthe
program and on line. Speed - chugsright along.
Problems - crashed on me two times, both during
Norton’'s once aweek system and virus check.

Other than that | don’t like the way pictures are
saved, let me explain: Pical oader saves each picture
with a unigue name within the program, you can copy
or move one picture at atime and retain the original
file name but if you move or copy more than one
(using the check feature) you get the file name plus
the unique characters that Pical oader has assigned.

Example: Original filename=, eagle01.jpg -
Picaloader name = eagle01 FyBj9lkLh80Q.jpg But
that is not a problem to worry about asin an upcom-
ing newsletter I'm reviewing ahot new file renaming
program. Other than that, it'slike | said,

“It's Great - try it out.”

Well its 10:15 PM now and I'll pause the pro-
gram, check the run monitor stats and restart it later.
Total web pages downloaded 574; Total pictures
saved 316; Total picturesfiltered out 1272; Did not
download 12 duplicates, and has 2332 pages queued
for download. The program has left the starting site
andisfollowing al thelinksit canfind. | setitupto
follow the links anywhere they lead on the web.

Overdl I'll haveto give Picaloader 4 1/2 stars
out of 5.

From The Computer Club of Ocean County

B
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OpenOffice/Star Office 6

vs Microsoft Office

by Ken Hreha khreha@netzero.net
NWA-PCUG Newdletter Article, January 2003

Haveyou ever wondered why peopledon’t
driveaKenworth or Peterbuilt tractor-trailer truck
to and from work each day ? Or why aprivate pilot
would chooseaCessna 172 over aBoeing 747 2.
Or why someonewould useaMurray ridinglawn
mower to cut their lawninstead of aCAT Earth
Mover ?Ridiculouscomparisons?| know ! After
all, why would any rational persongotosuch
extreme* over kill” just to get asmple, routinetask
done?However, that’sexactly what peopledo
almost every timethey buy acopy of Microsoft
Office! Just likethese examplesrepresent extreme
“over kill”, so doesusing Microsoft Officerepresent
over kill for themgjority of computer users!!

Upuntil now, PC user’shad little choiceif
they wanted to be ableto access and create Word
Processor / Spread Sheet / Presentation Graphic
filesthat were compatiblewith the Microsoft Office
format. Although Word Perfect, L otus SmartSuite
and afew othershave claimed to be compatiblewith
thede-facto standard in office software, thetruth
was, they were not. About the best ahome or small
business user could hopefor wasthat Microsoft’s
$100.00“WORKS’ program would do thetrick.
(NOTE: Up until therelease of Star Officein May
2002, Microsoft’ssuggested retail pricefor
WORKSwas$99.00! It has since been reduced to
$49.00.) The need to read and write Microsoft
compatibleformatsleft userswith no choicebut to
pay whatever pricethe Redmond software mo-
nopoly demanded. That is... a least up until now !

Frustrated by Microsoft’ssteadily increasing
fees; their ever morerestrictivelicensing practices,
costly new upgrade policies; endless security issues,
activation code copy protection; not to mention
Microsoft’sarroganceand almost total lack of
support todl but thelargest of users; hasleft many
people searching for an dternativeto Microsoft's
“Office” suite. That wishwasgranted with the
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release of OpenOffice.organdit'scommercia
counterpart, Star Officeversion 6 earlier thisyear.

Building onthe Star Officeversion 5 pro-
gramming codethat Sun Microsystemsbought from
it'sGerman creatorsafew yearsback, Sunreleased
the codeto the“ Open Source Software Commu-
nity”. After 18 months, dightly over 10,000 pro-
grammersacrossthe planet volunteered their timeto
createjust over 7.5 millionlinesof codeto create
OpenOffice.orgversion 1. ThisiscompleteMS-
Office compatible office suitecompletewithaM S
Word compatibleword processor; an M S-Excel
compatible spread sheet; an M S-Power Point
compatible presentation graphicsprogram; PLUSa
Math Editor; Vector Drawing Program; HTML
Editor and Desk Top Publisher. Andin keepingwith
the practices of the Open Source Software Commu-
nity championed by Linux, theprogramisentirely
FREE to anyonewho wishesto download the 74-
MB filesfromtheir web site. (http:/
www.openoffice.org) Versionsareavailablefor
Windows 9x; Linux; Solaris, Mac10; and the Unix
operating systems. Sincetheprogram utilizesXML,
filescreated under one operating system can be
readily accessed and used by any of the other
supported operating systems.

However, (for thosewho fedl that anything
that’sfree can’'t beany good), there' sthe $74.95
commercia version of OpenOffice.org, known as
Star Office6.0. Thisisacommercially packaged
and boxed version of OpenOfficethat containsall of
themodules noted plusnumerousadditiona fea
tures. These additional featuresinclude; an excellent
400+ page user’ smanual ; adatabase modul e
additional trandators; clip-art; extrafonts; aThesau-
rus, plusquality assurancetesting and certification by
Sun Microsystems; aswell asfee based technical
support by Sun. Naturally, the package containsa
professonally labeled distribution CD containing
versionsfor al the noted operating systems.

Userswill find that thelook and feel of all
versionsof Star Officeand OpenOffice.orgare
identical. Andwhiletheinterfaceisdightly different
than Microsoft’s, it’snot hard to rapidly get accus-
tomed to. The hot key combinations, (such as

Continued on Page 8
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Open/Star Office Continued from Page 7

CTRL-Pto“print” / CTRL-Sto“save’), arethe
sameasin the Microsoft versions. So arethemenu
barsand nearly al of theicons. Probably thesingle
biggest change most userswill encounter isthe
location of the* Page Setup Commands’, which are
under FORMAT —> PAGE, instead of FILE—>
PAGE SETUP. Also both versionsdefault to Metric
unitsand European paper sizes. Thiscan bediscon-
certing thefirst time one prints something out !

Testing by the author and others have shown
that OpenOffice.org and Star Officedo areason-
ably goodjobinimporting and exporting filesinto
and out of Microsoft Office 97 /2000/ X Pformats
solong asthey arenot heavily formatted. Also,
macrosand VBA applicationscreated in Microsoft
Officedo not alwaysget trand ated accurately by
either OpenOffice.org or the Star Office 6 pro-
grams. Both alsotend to beabit “dower” toload
and to respond to keystrokes and mouse move-
mentsthan M S-Officeapplications. Thiscanbe
frustrating at timesif oneisworking onaheavily
formatted document, such asapagelayout donein
the Desktop Publisher module. However, both
OpenOfficeand Star Officewill runjust fineusinga
Pentium 200/ 96-MB RAM / 2-MB video/
Windows 95 system. Try running Office 2000 or XP
onthat hardwareplatform!!

The bottom lineonemust ask themselvesis
whether or not al of theultrahigh end features
availablein Microsoft’s$500.00+ Office Suiteare
really needed ? They also must look at their com-
puter system and operating systemaswell. Office
XPrequires much more power than OpenOfficeor
Star Office do. (Asasidenote, the next rel ease of
Microsoft Office due out in the spring of 2003 will
require nothinglessthan asystem running Windows
2000 or X P, Given the hardware requirements of
XPonemust againtakeinto account if the TOTAL
cost of Microsoft Officeistruly justified ?) Analyze
how you useyour softwarethen decideif aMac
Truck isneeded when aMercury Cougar could do

Secretarys Report Continued from Page 3

thewholeamount at once. Nobody knowswhen
themarket will go up or down and that iswhy you
may want to stay inthe market over thelong term.
Itisimportant to practicefundamenta sof investing
to keep your investment growing.

Severd prizesweregiven away and themeeting
ended at 8pm. | wasagain disappointed inthelow
number of club members' attendance, especidly for
such good speakers. Maybe next month not only
will you club memberscometo themeeting, but
bring afriend. Seeyou next month.

Respectively given by Secretary,

Mary Alice Grant

Us mail
UPs
Airborne
FedEx

FAST MAIL

N More

For All Your PACKIng & SHIFing needs
ONLINE AUCTIONS

Notary

FAX

Jim Matecsky

Phona: 321-757-0755
Fax:  321-T57-0714
tastmail @ attglobal .net

1270 N. Wickham Rd., Suite 16
Malbourna, FL 32835

MALOAVOSSA  Owners  JOE ZARSKI )
SAN REMO RESTAURANT

~ %)
’ -

thejob required for significantly lesscost !! (321) 254-0655 www.geocities.com/sanremos/
2 1400 N. Harbor City Blvd.
\elbourne, FL 32935 Open7 Days /
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Alpha5[Home Edition]

An exceptional Database, a 5 Sar, CNET
and PC Magazine Awards, both are their
Maximum Ratings.

By Bill Ranck, BUG member.

Alpha5 hasdozensof hel pful Wizardsand over
40 Predifined Templates. They call them Genies,
which make setting up your database very easy.

It hasavery powerful report writer, soyou can
crestehigh quality output, including: personaized
|etters, reports, invoices, and mailing labels. You can
designreportssimply by dragging and dropping
fields. You can create customized |ettersusing the
builtin mail-mergefeature. You can add conditional
paragraphs, multiplefonts...even picturestoform
letters.

The Magazine Computer Shopper [whichwas
startedin TitusvilleFlorida] said thisis®“theend of
thedifficult database!” PC World saysthat “if your
looking for adatabasethat’seasier than Accessand
yet offersplenty of power, then you would dowell to
consider AlphaFive- asmple, powerful and elegant
rational database!”

Steve Workings, aDatabase Consultant says
“AlphaFiveismy fast, indispensable and depend-
able database program.”

It comeswith atutorial onthe CD and ahard
copy of itwiththeCD.

| have had the Borland Database, the Word
Perfect Database and one by anex IBM employ,
they al wereproblematical. AlphaFiveisthe
answer.

For moreinfomation and screen shotsof the
programgo onlineto:
http://www.al phasoftware.com.

B
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WindowsNo

The Next Big Thing From
Microsoft?

by Jorge Lopez, MCSE
Reprint from Orange Bytes
NL of the North Orange County Computer Club

Inasurpriselast-minute movethat took many in
theindustry from behind, Microsoft announced on
Tuesday that it will berel easing the upcoming
consumer version of itsWindows X P operating
system—previousy knownasWindows XPMedia
Center Persond Edition Professional

Plusunder thegreatly smplified and easier to
market moniker “WindowsNo”. Microsoft clams
thechangewasdtrictly for marketing purposesand
wasnot inresponseto mediacriticismthat the
original namewastoo stodgy and cumbersomefor a
consumer product.

Also on Tuesday, Microsoft released a“ Gold”
edition of Windows No to membersof the
Microsoft Devel opers Network, so that they may
get ahead-start on creating thekiller gpplications
M S hopeswill drivewidespread adoption of the
new OS.

| have been abetatester of the new OSfor
threemonths, and | cantell you without exaggera-
tion that thisreleaseisgoing to behuge. Thenew
featuresand tighter integration found in Windows
No are nothing short of spectacular. ThisOSis
amazing; adefinite must-havefor al MCSEs.

Let'sstart with thename. “WindowsNo.” It
rollsoff thetongueal ot easier than“WinXPMC
PEPP’, aswewerecallingit before. It sasmple,
elegant, intuitivename...much likethe OSitself. |
wasn't exactly pleased withtheorigina name, sol
am thrilled they decided to changeit to something
snappier and more descriptive of the operating
system’ s positioning asthe home PC successor to
the“WindowsMe" operating system.

Continued on Page 10
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Windows No Continued from Page 9

WhereasWindowsMewasall about making the
user comfortablewith the computing experience,
WindowsNowill befocused lessonindividuality and
much moresquarely ondigital copyright protection
and limiting what auser can see, hear and do.

Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer elaborated on the
reason behind the change during Tuesday’ spress
conference: “ *WindowsNo' isall about building on
theprevious‘WindowsMe' brand andtakingitin
thedirection that Microsoft wantsit to go today” .
Withbuilt-indigital rightsmanagement, automatic
updates, background reporting, detailed event
logging, and tighter integration between the OSand
critical componentslike WindowsMediaPlayer and
Microsoft Office, “WindowsNo' will enhancethe
user experienceby protecting therightsof digital
content providersand improvethetrustworthiness of
the Microsoft platform.”

Themovewas pure geniuson Microsoft’spart.
Thename“WindowsMe’ perhapsgave many users
the mistaken impressi on that the computer and
operating systemweretheirs, and that they werefree
to do whatever they wished withit. However, this
wasnever the case, asMicrosoft istrying to make
clear with therecent name change. Onyour persona
computer, Microsoft retainsownership of theWin-
dows operating system, and under thetermsof its
new End User License Agreement, the computer
hardwareit runson.

Youtheuser arejust paying for theright to useit.
Unlessyou behave according to thetermsof use,
you can losethat right regardless of whether or not
you paid for the software. By clicking “ Accept”
when you turn onthe computer for thefirst time, you
agreeto belegally bound by thetermsof thelicense
agreement and the acceptabl e use policy, both of
which may changeat any timewithout notice. Thisis
exactly theway it should be. A computer isn’t some
tool you buy to own like atoaster or ahammer that
you can do whatever you pleasewith.

A computer isatool that ownsyou. Microsoft,

after being lax for far too long on the subject of
digitd rightsprotection, isfindly usngitsEULA to
tighten theleash around consumers’ necks. Not
malicioudly, of course, but morelikethegentle
correction of the choke chain we use on our dogs.
With the new WindowsNo, wearea so seeing
Microsoft begintotranstionitself from asoftware
company to aservice company. When usersinstall
Nofor thefirst time, they will be greeted with an
urgent request to sign up for Microsoft Passport,
whichwill protect auser’ s credit and bank card
numbersby storing them on asecure Microsoft
server. If theuser dismissestherequest by closing
the box, Windows No will assumetheuser didn’t
seethemessageand will helpfully display the
message again every timeheor shelogson.

I’vetried Passport and it’'san excellent service.
Youjust enter al of your credit card numbersand
account information, and onceitisverifiedto be
accurate, the message will go away. Not only does
thisdefinitively tieauser’sidentity to anindividual
machine so aprofile can be built based on web
visits, purchases, and communications, it aso
guaranteesthe safety of your personal information
asyou now haveal of your critical numbersinone
place—apassword-protected || Sserverin
Redmond—instead of scattered haphazardly
around your home. The special bonusisthat
Microsoft only charges$2.99 amonth for the
serviceof storing thisinformation; most of usspend
fifty timesthat on coffeeinamonth soit'snot realy
fair for anyoneto complain.

Another benefitisthat whenever Microsoft's
EULA changesor the Windowslicenseexpires, it
can berenewed automatically by deducting credits
from your passport account, whichyou’ || grestly
prefer to Microsoft bothering you with lega notices
or raiding your home ( http:/Avww.divisiontwo.conv
articles/newsburst3.htm) to perform asoftware
audit.

WindowsNo isadeparture from previous
operating systemsthat used Internet Explorer asthe
desktop shell. Theshell of No consistsof Windows

MediaPlayer 9, whichwill makeit easier for
Continued on Page 11
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Windows No Continued from Page 10
Microsoft to push adoption of its secure Windows
MediaPlayer (.wma) audio format over theless
secure, lower-quality mp3format. Thisisgoingto
be awel come changeto many longtime Microsoft
System Administratorssuch asmysdlf, asit will
makeit easier to protect our office networksfrom
mp3infections. It'shightimetheindustry asawhole
moved away from the stone-age mp3 technology
into something morerobust with featuresthat
content providerswill enjoy. A song recordedin
mp3 format hasmany limitations; it can’t expire, it
can’t prevent itself from being copied from deviceto
deviceindefinitely, it can’t even execute scripts! The
WM Pformat addressesall of theseissueswith copy
protection, required expiration dates, and apowerful
runtime environment that can execute both web and
shell scriptson play. Sincean mp3 can’t incorporate
any of these securetechnol ogies becausetheformat
istoo primitive, asfar asI’mconcerneditisavirus
and should betreated such whichiswhy I'm glad
thenew M S Antivirustechnology builtinto Nowill
detect and delete mp3swithin seconds of them
appearing onthe computer’shard drive. It'slike
having alittle coprightinsideyour computer.

A new requirement for the use of WindowsNo
isan Internet connection. Thisisafurther departure
from previous M S operating systems, asprior tothis
an Internet connection was alwaysoptional . How-
ever, for WindowsNoto function properly, it must
havetheability to* call home™ oftenfor important
security patchesand rights management updates.

Windows No needsto check at |east threetimes
aday with Microsoft to verify that thelicenseis
intact and the user hasn't modified the computer’s
hardwarein any way. If it cannot accomplishthis
task, the operating systemwill disableitself, prevent-
ing theuser accessto hisor her filesuntil Microsoft
isprovided afull and acceptableexplanationvia
their Activation Hotline.

The OS a so usesthe Internet connection to
synchronizethe system clock, which helpslaw
enforcement pinpoint exactly whenanillegal or
infringing activity occurred on your machine. When
an operating system can detect unauthorized
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content, removeit fromyour system, informlaw
enforcement officids, and automaticaly levy afine
againgt your credit or checking account, al while
you wash the dishesin the other room, that’sone
degreeof separation. That'slifewith the new
Windows. The operating systemisstill about a
month away from being released to the public, but
whenitis, | haveno doubt that Microsoft will have
another big winner onitshands. Inatimewhen
many technology companiesarehaving avery hard
timebringinginany sort of money a al, Microsoft
continuesto amazetheindustry with new and
innovativewaysto extract even more.

Jorge Lopezisa DeVry graduate with an
MCSE certification and is currently working as a
Windows LAN Administrator. Reprinted with
permission from www.divisiontwo.com

EditorsNote: WindowsNoisan imaginary
product. Thearticleissatire. If you want to see
how closetoreality thesatireis, read the
EULA.TXT fileontheWinXP CD-ROM.

B

A big Thank You to Radio Station
WFIT, 89.5 on your FM dial.

For announcing our meeting schedule.

A “Round Tuit “

We are pleased to present you
with a®“Round Tuit”, these are very
valuable, take proper care of it !

You can now complete al the tasks
that you said you would do
“as soon as | get around tuit”
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Copying Files to CDs

Most third-party CD-burning programslet you
select thefilesyou want to burn, thenthey copy
thosefilesfrom theexistinglocationsduring the
burning process. But when you drag and dropfiles
toyour CD-RW drivein Windows Explorer, Win
XPactually copiesthefilesto atemporary directory.
Thisishandy, becauseyou can burnthefilestoa
CD later, evenif something happenstotheorigind.
Ontheother hand, it meansthat you must have up
to 700MB of free spaceonyour hard driveto hold
the copiesof thefilesyou want to burn.

But that’sonly half thestory. If you watch the
CD WritingWizard whileit'sin action, you' Il see
that during thefirst several minutes, nothingisbeing
written to the CD-RW drive, and the displayed
message reads Adding datatothe CD image.
BeforeburningaCD, Win XP createsacomplete
image of thefinal CD onyour hard drive. Thegood
newsis that thisshould hel p prevent thetiming
problemsthat can cause CD burn errors, because
thedisk headswon'’t haveto bounce around to find
your files. The bad newsisthat another 700MB of
hard drive spacewill be used.

Putting those two parts of the processtogether,
if you decidetodrop afull CD’sworth of filesonto
your CD-RW drive, you need to make sureyou
have 1.4GB of free hard drive space.

Reprint from
Front Range PC Users Group Newsletter

B

fvers
AUTO BODY
Frame Straightening + Collision Specialists
723-2208
1405 Lookout Terrace « Melbowrne, FL 32801

12 BUG Newsletter

Windows XP Installation Tip
by Rick Mattingly

If you areingtalling Windows X P, Professional
or HomeEdition, and your systemisequipped with
anlomegaZIPdrive- pay attention! |nsomecases,
theWindows X Pingtallation processmay confuse
theZIPdriveconfigurationand reassignit astheC:
boot drive! Thisevent may occur whether the XP
installationisanew install or an update of Windows
98. I have witnessed thissituation twice now and it
isquitefrustrating. You completethelengthy installa-
tion processonly to discover that the hard drive has
mysterioudy become something other than Drive C.

Therecourse? Temporarily disconnect theZIP
driveand completely redo the Windows XPingtala
tion—profane language optional . After theWin-
dows X Pingtallation iscomplete, reconnect theZIP
driveand reboot. The operating systemwill then see
theZIPdriveand properly assign adriveletter for it.

If you haveaZIlPdriveinstalled on your system,
avoidthispotentia problem atogether by discon-
necting the ZI P drive before commencing the
Windows X Pingtallation! Microsoft hasacknowl-
edged this problemwith issuance of “Microsoft
Knowledge Base Article304776.”

Reprint from
Front Range PC Users Group Newsletter
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1534 Cypress Ave

NATIONWIDE  ...""
WHEELCHAIR 2555549
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SEW & LISED CONY WANS
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1-877-255-5560
Toll Free

Fax 255-5692
www, ierwetlewhseb bbb com
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Newbies Corner

by JimHally B.U. G. member

AreYou Being Served?

INn 1994 | bought my first computer. | bet it
took me 6 monthsto finally makethedecision. It
wasaPackard Bell SX2-50with 12 MB of RAM
and a350 MB hard drive. The operating system
was Windows 3.11 for Workgroups. It cost me
$1,400.00 whichincluded a15” monitor. | had no
ideahow touseit. | didn't setit up for aweek.
Maybel waswaiting for somedivineintervention.

Packard Bell provided atutorial, whichwas
of somehelp but | knew | needed morethan that. |
had somefriendswho had computersbut the only
time| saw them wasin abar someplace. Somehow
theinstructions| received never madeit tothe
computer. | wasgetting nowhere. | guessthatisn't
exactly truebut | wasn't getting where| wanted to
be, fast enough. | don’t really know wherethat is
but | know | am not hereyet. | went out and pur-
chased aWindows 3.1 book and startedin. | am
gill learningand will continuetolearn.

In November of '94 1 joined the B.U.G. Club
hoping to get somehelp. | didn’t get much at first
but that isnot the Club’ sfault. | think wehad a
Windows SIG at thetime but | was so unsure of
mysdlf | didn’t go. My only sourceof information
wasthemonthly meetings. | would go to the meet-
ingsknowing down deep that | should ask aques-
tion or two. | never did ask those questions, at |east
not at first. | guess| really didn’t know what to ask.
| would go to the meetings hoping beyond hope that
someone elsewould ask my question so | wouldn'’t
haveto. It never happened. | would wait until the
next month and once again nobody asked my
question. | felt that all the peopleintheclub were
way beyond measfar asknowledge. | incorrectly
assumed they couldn’t be bothered answering my
basi c question when they werediscussing PKZIP
1.1, the Bulleting Board Serviceand Pro Comm
Plus. | had noideawhat they weretalking about.
| thought PKZIPwasanew potato peeler for the
Army. Still, I went every month.
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Finally onenight | had all | could stand. | had
my question written down on asheet of paper. |
raised my hand and when noticed | stood up and
blurted out my question. All of asudden | had an
answer to my question. After themeeting afellow
came up to me and expounded onthe explanation |
wasgiven. | wastold thetime and the place of the
Windows SIG and encouraged to comeby. | had
brokentheice. | had nofear of these gurus. Hell!
They had to start somewherejust like me. Wasit the
clubsfault | didn’'t haveanswers?\Well, maybea
little. Wasit my fault? You betcha. All | had todo
was stand up and ask thequestion. | didn’'t doit, at
least not at first. | know some of thethingsat the
Windows SIG seem to be over your head. Trust me
onthis. Itisamazingwhat youwill learn by just
being thereand listening. You may not beinthe
same boat asthe person who asksthe question but
someday you will. It may not bethe samesituation
but it will beclose. By being at the meetingsthisstuff
sinksin. Youwill have somewhereinthe back of
your mind what to do next or whereto look for the
answer. If nothing eseyou will beabletowrite
down what you did and ask the question on where
doyou go from here. Youwill learn how to be
prepared to ask aquestion. By that | mean have
plenty of information availablefor thegurus.

Onthisfront | have found agood way to ask
your question and writeyour answer. First of al,
writedown everything that may evenremotely affect
thequestion. List thingslikethe operating system
you areusing, the program, the hardwarein your
computer al that may help someonegiveyouagood
answer. Asfar asthe answer goesyou can help
yourself out thereaswell. You know darn well there
aregoing to be severa stepsto theanswer. Write
your question onapieceof 822" x 11" paper. Inthe
areawhereyou are going to writethe answer make
afew shortcuts. On theleft hand side of the page
writedown Left click on 3 or 4 linesthen write Right
click afew times. Thenwrite Go To afew times.
Typelnafew times. At thispoint go back and
repest thelines starting with Left click. Whenyou
get theanswer you will not haveto be bothered with

writing down Left click and such al thetime. Just
Continued on Page 14
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Newbies Continued from Page 13
writein the step next to the appropriate step. Asan
exampleif saving afileisyour question.

(OnYour Sheet) [Youwritein]
Left Click [ onFileontheMenu Bar ]

Left Click
Left Click

Right Click
Right Click

GoTo [ downto Save As]

GoTo

Typeln [ afilenametoreplacehighlighted text ]

Typeln

Left Click [ on Save]

LeftClick

Of courseitismore complicated than that. |
only usethislittle demo asaway to show you how
to usethetemplate you made.

Onceyou get your question answered you will
be ableto modify your answer sheet to something
that iscomfortablefor your style of writingthe
answer.

What you haveto keepinmindisthereisa
lot of work involved in being proficient with comput-
ers. Itisacongtant learning experience. Themore
you put into it the moreyou get out of the computer.
| know computer books can be boring. | would
suggest you make apurchase of onethat isto your
liking. I would go to Barnesand Nobleand to
BooksaMillion herein Me bourneand browse
through them. You don’t haveto study it from cover
to cover. Try to find something you canuseas
reference. | probably wouldn't spend too much on
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it. I will taketheliberty and say youwill outgrow the
book and belooking for something with moredetail
inashorttime. | have severd for different programs
andrefer tothemal thetime. Most of the people,
whom | look up to, do the samething.

Maketheeffort and | et the club help you
whereyou needit. That iswhat we aretherefor.
Theclub MottoisMembershelping Members. Tell
usyour problemsand wewill helpinany way we
can. Our club guru, Chuck Boringisvery good. On
ararenight, someonewill sump themaster. As
good astheman s, hejust can’t answer aquestion
that hasn’t been asked. Never be embarrassed to
ask aquestion. Regardless of how new you are or
asadvanced as others seemto beyou havetheright
to ask the question. We all had to start somewhere.

Condgder this

You are probably using aversion of Windows
onyour computer. ThenameisWindows, not
Magic. You havetolearn asyou go. Imagine
yourself at 16 and someone givesyou thekeystoa
car and an operators manual. Would you automeati-
caly know how to drive?

Youwill noticethe samefacesat the SIG
meetings. These are peoplewho are eager tolearn.
They may not have aquestion that night but they are
listening andlearning. Somewheredown thelinethey
will recall somethingthey heard at the SIG that will
alow them to work through the problem at hand.

| writethiscolumnwith nothing but good
intentions. Thisisacolumnwritten about 11 timesa
year for our club. Sofar | have done about 48
columns. Now and then aNewbies Corner column
ispublished in newd ettersacrossthe country. That
hasto say something for the effort that goesintoit. |
know how hard some of thisstuff can be. Thisis
from the same guy who had ahard time asking that
first question. TheNewbiesCorner CD isavailable
to club membersfor a$5 donationtotheclub. Itisa
pretty good reference sourceby itself. Evenif | do
say so myself.

August 2003



Special Interest Groups

4 WINDOWS SIG N

Meets 7:00 PM Thursdays
1st & 3rd Thursday at Eau GallieLibrary.

All Other Thursdaysat MelbourneLibrary
on Fee Avenue.

BUG Club Information

BUG E-MAIL LIST
Tobeincluded intheBUG E-Mail roster,
send an E-Mail to George Rymer at:
grymer @cfl.rr.com.

Wewill need your full name, E-Mail address
and your BUG membership number. You will
then receive noticesand updateson BUG

Meetsat 7:30 PM the second and
fourth Thursdays, after theWindowsSI G,
at theFeeAvelLibrary in Melbourne.

\_ ) activities, specia events, changesto
schedules, etc.
\ y
( IMAGING SIG N\ [ BUG Board of Directors \

M eetsthe second Wednesday of the month
at theFeeAve. Library, in Study room 1

Time6:00pmto 7:30pm

TINKERS SIG
Meetson most Sundays at
Bob Schmidtshouse.
Call 952-0199for directions
and toverify meeting.

\ J U )
{ \ , :
NEWSLETTER SIG SDOHSOrShIp Rates
M eetstwiceamonth on theSaturday_sbefore AMonths 8Months 12 Months
and after theBUG monthly meeting. Ul P $16000 $310.00 555000
Membersinterested in helping develop the Uit Fege . . :

newsletter arewelcome. Half Page $ 85.00 $160.00  $300.00
PlaceisJim Townsend’ shome QtrPage $ 45.00 $ 85.00 $150.00

call 728-5979 for directions. (BusCard $2500 $ 4500  $ 8500 |

Benefits of Membership In The
Brevard Users Group

Annud Subscriptiontothe B.U.G. Newdetter.
Participationin Specia Interest Groups.
Seminarsand Workshops.

Fellowshipwith other knowledgeable computer
users. Stimulating and lasting friendships.

Brevard Users Group Membership Application

First Name L ast Name
Address City
Home Phone State Zip+4
Family Membership $25.00 Email address
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Brevard UsersGroup Directory

Meetings:

Are held at the Melbourne Library
on Fee Ave. the third Wednesday
of the month at 7:00 PM.

$

Members

/ Helping
Members
s

Membership

is by application and payment of
$25.00 annual dues. Membership
is for 12 months from receipt of
dues and includes a yearis sub-
scription to the newsletter.

Mentor Program
723-5550 AutoCad

John McNeil
Al Buchanan 728-2789 Works6.0
Bob Staples  255-2623 Win95/98

Bill Ranck.

Rex Cummings 242-9601 Netscape

676-7908 Word Perfect

MOVING?
Don't missout on any issuesof
the BUG Newd etter. Send your
new addressto:

Brevard Users Group

Atn: Treasurer

P. O. Box 2456

Melbourne, FI 32902-2456
& e-mail totheNewdetter at
Jimtownsend@earthlink.net

BUG Officers
President:

Committee Chairperson

Special Interest Groups

George Rymer 724-6715 Beginners Help: Beginners’ SIG:
arymer@xcfl.rr.com Oscar Litke 409-8002 Oscar Litke 409-8002

. : ozk1joy@wmconnect.com Hardware (Tinkers) SIG:
Vice President .

. . Bob Schmidt 952-0199
Lucile Wagner 723-1719 FACUG Representative: i@
sunshindlLl@yahoo.com Bill Ranck 676-7008  RSchmidt@cfl.m.com
Treasurer: Newsletter Publishing SIG:

: Jim Townsend 728-5979
Ted Glaser 777-4591 Program Director: . .
tedj okes@earthlink.net Eric Arnold 254-3423 jimtownsend@earthlink.net
_ Win 95/98 SIG:
Secretary: George Rymer 724-6715
Mary Alice G.rant 253-5666 . Chuck Boring 454-9455
mgrant@pciol.net BUG Web Page: Bob Staples 255-2623
http://bugclub.org
1st Member at Large: Webmaster:
webmaster@bugclub.org
2nd Member at Large:
Dave Hixon 723-7168
Brevard Users Group PRESORTED STANDARD
Incor porated U. S. Postage
P. O. Box 2456 PAID
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456 Melbourne, FL
Permit No. 102
Your membership expires on the
date indicated in the upper left of
your address label (YYMM). Please
allow six weeks for processing the

renewal.
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