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T The BUG Newsletter is created on a AMD
Athlon XP 2400 Mhz computer using PageMaker
6.01, on Windows 98se.

Articles, Reports, and new Advertisements should
reach the Managing Editor or Desk Top Publishing
SIG by 5:00 p.m  the Friday before the second
Wednesday of the month. Items received after the
deadline will be held for the following month’s issue.

The articles contained in this Newletter do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the Group, Editor,
or Publisher or any other person other than the author
of the article. The Brevard Users Group does not
support or condone illegal copying of software.

Permission is granted to copy articles, provided
the source is disclosed and proper credit is given to
the author.

All questions, correspondence, and other items
pertaining to the Newsletter should be directed to one
of the Editors.

    Questions involving advertising should be
directed to  Advertising  at the address below.

Articles or items of interest for inclusion in the
newsletter should be sent to The Editor at:

Brevard User’s Group
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, Fl. 32902-2456 or
Jim Townsend           728-5979
E-mail to:   newsletter@bugclub.org

Managing Editor Jim Townsend

Assistant Editors Ed McEwen,
Jack Nash

Contributing Editor Jim Hally
Newsletter  Volunteers: Dan Wadler
Distribution: John Williams
Home Page: http://bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE

BREVARD USERS GROUP
WILL BE ON THURSDAY

  January, 14th, 2010
At 6:30 pm

In
The Central Baptist Church

Visitors welcome!

Visit the BUG CLUB web site
 for the latest schedule.
http://bugclub.org

There will be a drawing for Door Prizes!
You must be a member and present to win!

ELECTRONIC WHOLESALERS
(321) 727-9010

ASTRO TOO
Surplus/Electronics Equipment/Parts

                   Computer Service

  6949 W. Nasa Blvd.                       (321) 727-9010
  W. Melbourne, FL 32904      Fax: (321) 253-2292

Web Site: AstroToo.com
EMail: 2@AstroToo.Com

Attention
Newsletter Editors

This publication is produced by:
Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.

The same printer used by many user groups, local
churches, mobile home parks, and many others at
affordable rates.

Creative Technology prints, folds, addresses, and
mails newsletters for your club, organization, family or
business from a ”pdf format” sent by e-mail or disk,
saving you lots of time and expense.

Contact Bob today to see how much money we
can save your organization. E-mail bob@ctimls.com

Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-2743
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VISTA TASK SCHEDULER
By Vinny LaBash,
Sarasota Personal Computer Users Group, Inc., Florida
vlabash@comcast.net

Windows draws its share of critics, but one thing the
wizards of Redmond did right was to redesign the XP
Task Scheduler for Vista. There were no radical revi-
sions, simply a combination of small changes that made a
big difference. The tool is easy to access, easy to use,
easy to modify if necessary, and easy to tell it to go
away when you don’t need it anymore.

Why would you want to use it? If your computer
activity includes doing anything on a regular basis,
whether it is daily, weekly, monthly or some other time
variant, Task Scheduler could be useful. For example, I
need to remember to take medication usually at a time
when I’m busy doing something else. Task Scheduler
throws a message in my face reminding me to pop my
pill at the appropriate time. If I’m not at home, my smart
phone relays the message. But at home or elsewhere, it’s
Vista Task Scheduler that gets the message to me. Of
course, when I leave the house I have to remember to
take my medicine with me, but that’s a tale for another
article.

I’m seriously thinking of creating a computer game
for senior citizens called “The Hereafter”. It starts out
with the player walking into a room and wondering
“What am I here after?” Task Scheduler will play a big
part in this.

Let’s say you use the calculator a lot and you would
like it to start up whenever you turn on your computer.
Here’s how to set it up:

1. Click on the Start Orb.
2. Click on Control Panel.
3. In the Administrative Tools section, click on

Schedule tasks. (You may have to scroll down).
4. At some point you may be asked to supply an

Administrative Password.
Provide it and continue.

You will now see a dialog box with a very intimidat-
ing appearance. It doesn’t bite and won’t tell anyone if
you stayed up past your bed time.

Let’s examine it briefly to understand what’s going
on in the dialog box before we proceed. In the left pane,
the top item which is marked (local) tells us that what we
see in the middle pane are Task Scheduler items as-
signed to the machine you are currently using.

If your machine is not part of a network it has no
other significance. The middle pane is divided into three
parts:

Overview of Task Scheduler:
Overview is a brief description of what you can do

with the tool and where the tasks are stored. The folder
labeled Task Scheduler Library can be expanded to
display the Console Tree. Ignore this for now.

Status: This section covers four time periods. Tasks
that have run in the last hour, 24 hours, 7 days or 30
days. It tells you how many tasks have started during the
period, how many are currently running, how many are
complete, how many are stopped for one reason or
another, and how many have failed. Obviously, this
section is used for troubleshooting.

Active Tasks: This section tells you what Task
Scheduler is doing right now. Let’s leave it at that.

The right pane is the section we came to play in. For
our purposes there is no important difference between
Create Basic Task and Create Task.

1. Click on Create Basic Task.
2. The Create Basic Task Wizard opens.
3. Type the name of your task. You could type

some thing original like Start Calculator.
Then click the Next button at the bottom left of the

dialog box.
4. Tell the Wizard when you want the task to start.

You have several choices. For this exercise choose
Daily.

Again, click on the Next button when you’re done.
5. Tell the Wizard what day you want the calculator

to make its first automated appearance on your desktop.
6. Now tell it what time of the day to start. Be

careful you don’t choose a time when you’re sleeping.
Click Next.

7. The Action box makes its appearance. You aren’t

Continued on Page 6
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INTRO TO DIGITAL
PHOTOGRAPHY

The Future of Optical Viewfinders
in P & S Cameras
Jerry Schneir, LACS
Reprint  from: User Friendly The Newsleter of
The Los Angeles Computer Society

A fairly large number of photographers dismiss out-
of-hand any camera without an optical (or electronic)
viewfinder. Their logic, in the mind of this writer, was
valid several years ago, but much less so today. The
purpose of this article is to explore, in the light of today’s
camera technology, the basis of discarding the old beliefs
about the need for optical viewfinders. The major thrust
of this article will be on “point and shoot” type digital
cameras rather than the digital single lens reflex (dSLR)
or the complex super zoom cameras with electronic
viewfinders (EVF).

One of the major reasons for the optical viewfinder
in past eras was to stabilize the camera when taking a
picture by using both hands and the forehead. With the
advent of smaller digital cameras this was not an easy
thing to do physically and be came even more difficult as
the LCD screens on the back of the camera grew in size
to 3 inches or more. And, once image stabilization
exploded upon the scene of small digital cameras, the
apparent need for eliminating camera shake by judicious
use of an optical viewfinder was greatly diminished.

Another reason for the optical viewfinder was the
inability to view details of the image in the LCD when
outdoors. A whole industry sprang up to provide add-on
shades for the LCD. But even as LCDs grew bigger and
somewhat brighter, the optical viewfinders still provided
one additional advantage, that of no visual blackout
while taking a picture. To some photographers, the
visual blackout of the LCD was key in demanding an
optical viewfinder.

As this segment of the camera industry matured and
new innovations appeared, the apparent need for an
optical viewfinder diminished. One can easily follow this
trend to remove optical viewfinders by looking at
Panasonic’s new cameras such as the LX3, GF-1, ZR1,

and ZS3 as well as Olympus’ new EP-1. Also, many of
Canon’s SD series of cameras have also given up
viewfinders as have many Nikon and Sony cameras. So,
what does one give up and what can one gain in this
transition to the elimination of optical viewfinders? In the
mind of this writer, not much with some, and I reiterate,
SOME of the new cameras.

As is so often the case, not all LCDs are equal even
when they seem to have similar specifications. Things
such as “refresh rate”, how fast images on the LCD are
updated; brightness gain, increasing the brightness of an
image when in dim light or when the LCD is in bright
light so as to make the screen easier to view.

Then of course there is the issue of the number of
pixels or dots used to create the image on the LCD. It is
generally accepted that the more pixels or dots used to
create the image on the LCD the more detailed the
display will be. The better LCDs today use 460,000 to
almost a million dots to create the image on the LCD.
This provides a level of detail that enables one to
manually focus a camera just using the LCD.

We have discussed, to some extent, the advantages
of using an optical viewfinder, but what are the advan-
tages, if any, of using the LCD as your viewfinder? As it
now turns out, plenty. Here is my list upon which I shall
expand further on.

- Full view of the scene as the sensor sees it
- Full information about the camera settings
- Possible histogram if your camera provides it
- Focus point or points that the camera will be using

for focus
- Metering mode or point being used to meter the

scene
- The picture-taking mode being used such as Auto,

Program, Aperture or Shutter priority, Etc.
- Depth of field (DOF)- Some cameras may require

a “half push” of the shutter button to see the preview
- Compositional aid such as grid lines, Bracketing

settings and Image stabilization
- Resolution and compression being used to capture

the image
- File type used to save the image such as RAW,

JPEG, or RAW+JPEG
It should be stated that some photographers turn off
Continued on Page 8
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all the display information while others use every bit of
info available. This choice is generally available on most
P&S cameras. Some people find it confusing to see so
much information while others make good use of the
information displayed.

1.Full view of the scene as the sensor sees it
Unlike the typical small viewfinder that generally

provides a tunnel like view of the scene, the LCD
generally displays the image exactly as the sensor will
capture the picture thus eliminating any parallax errors.

2. Full information about the camera settings
Only in the viewfinder on a dSLR is SOME of the

picture taking info displayed and then it is only some.
The information that can be displayed on the LCD
generally far exceeds what many dSLR cameras display
in the viewfinder. Values for aperture, shutter speed,
ISO, white balance, active scene mode, flash setting,
exposure compensation  being used, and a camera
shake warning are just some of the information that may
be displayed.

3. Histogram Some cameras display a preview
histogram as well as one derived from the actual picture.
This can be of great value for a photographer to deter-
mine if highlight values are blown or if dark details are
lost.

4. Focus point The point or points used by the
camera to establish focus are generally clearly defined
thus helping avoid out-of-focus images due to the
camera’s mis-selection of a focus point.

5. Metering mode Clear indication of the camera’s
method of metering the scene (matrix, center weighted
or spot). This info can be critical in order to obtain a
well exposed image.

6. Picture-taking mode being used Is the camera
using aperture or shutter priority? Have you selected a
portrait or landscape mode? Whatever the active mode,
that icon will be displayed  on the LCD

7. Depth of field
A representation of how the picture will look using

those settings. Some cameras may require a “half push”

of the shutter button to see the preview image

8. Compositional aid
Many photographers like to have grid lines to aid in

keeping the horizon level or for composition. The grid
lines can be turned on or off as needed

9. Bracketing
Many cameras allow for more than one type of

bracketing. The more common types are for exposure
followed by white balance and focus. The bracketing
order may also be shown

10. Image Stabilization
Several of the newer cameras offer more than one

type of I.S. The LCD may display which type of I.S. is
active and thus avoid the pitfall of having full I.S. on
when you needed it off or in another mode, such as I.S.
just for panning a scene.

11. Resolution and compression
This is one of the camera settings that is not changed

very often but on some cameras this setting can be
changed purely by accident.

12. File type of saved image
Most digital cameras created a JPEG file as the

default file. However, some of the more advanced
cameras can also save images as RAW, JPEG, or
RAW+JPEG. Again, this is one camera setting that can
be accidently changed on a few cameras.

On balance, at least in this writer’s mind, the advan-
tages of having a larger LCD rather than a smaller LCD
with a tiny tunnel like viewfinder is very justified. And as
cameras continue to get smaller, better LCDs will be an
absolute necessity.

I could not complete this article without addressing
the use of a “touch screen” LCD. I was able to use one
for a short period of time. This camera used the touch
screen as the shutter button as well. I found this combi-
nation impossible to satisfactorily use since every time I
pushed on the screen to take a picture the camera
moved. I think a touch screen for use on a serious
camera is something I would strongly avoid.

Digital Photography ... Continued from Page 7

Continued on Page 9
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Continued on Page 12

AnyDVD/
AnyDVDHD set up options are easy:
Pick a language,
Run as TRS or on demand,
Play back – decide whether you want to jump

directly into movie or title menu,
Remove the promotional trailers of movies yet to

come,
Reset the Region Code (region free, I recommend),
Allow AnyDVD to call home and check for updates,

and Activate Blu-ray options (if you have the
HighDefinition upgrade).

AnyDVD HD
Hollywood uses region codes to keep you from

enjoying movies in more than one region. You could also
purchase a DVD player from Europe or South America
to resolve this problem or AnyDVD will do it for you.
This is important if you want to send a DVD to someone
in Afghanistan or Iraq. AnyDVD is updated as often as
needed, and that may be twice a month…or more.
Should you happen upon a flick that it can’t handle, sent
an e-mail to the folks at Slysoft. From my experience
(twice) within 48 hours there will be a new update; for
this reason alone, AnyDVD has no competition in the
market place, period.

If you right click in the task bar AnyDVD icon, you
will get the latest menu options, which allow you rip your
movie directly to your hard drive, or to an Image HiDef.
Slysoft provides a free Image package (Virtual Clone
Drive) at their site. If you just want to do a quick RIP
and come back to it, this is perfect.

CloneDVD2
CloneDVD2 is the program which transcodes/

compresses your movie and will burn it (burn is op-
tional)! Remember, when you are working with a
commercial video, it is on DL media (dual layer which is
8.5+GBs in size), you need to transcoding/compression
it basically to reduce your 8.5GB dual layer video to a
single layer 4.7Gbyte size. Now if you are already doing
DL you know this, but if you are stringing together a
bunch of DVI (digital video images) from your
camcorder, you may have to ‘make it fit. CloneDVD2 ‘s
accomplice is AnyDVD, if you are working with copy

protected media. If you are working with home movies
or stuff you have captured, AnyDVD is not necessary.
CloneDVD2 will not process a digital stream, that
carries copyright encryption. Try running CloneDVD2
without AnyDVD working; you will quickly get a text
box telling you the material is copy protected, and
CloneDVD2 will go no further. After you launch
AnyDVD and it has scanned the input media,
well…CloneDVD2 will never see any copy protected
media and proceed to process the digital stream.

CloneDVD2 provides three primary options:
Copy DVD titles  – good for putting together your

bits of DVI footage or old VHS footage you digitized.
Clone a DVD  – does the whole thing (transcodes/

compresses/saves & burns).
Write Existing Data    – does just that, if you saved a

movie in a ISO or DVD file (on your hard drive), it
provides the option for burning it later.

When processing a movie (Clone a DVD option),
you can remove components which you may feel are not
needed, such as the Chinese, Thai, Spanish … audio, or
the Subtitles, director’s comments, or one of the multiple
Audio streams. Removing unnecessary data changes the
compression ratios. Less compression will give you a
better quality movie (works well for newer larger TV
screens). If you are using DL – dual layer or Blu-ray
media forget all this and burn away. Oh, when you are
deleting stuff, don’t remove the FORCED captions,
unless you understand all the languages present in the
movie.

When processing a movie with CloneDVD2, you
have the option to set up the Volume (disk) ID properly.
Remembering, that there are actual guidelines for the
Volume ID…only alpha/numeric symbol set (A-Z and 0-
9) and the separator character is the Underscore. No
spaces are allowed. If you are making a DVD for
distribution to relatives of your recent East African safari,
this is important. As Older DVD players may require
this. Newer machines are not so picky.

At any time while you are using CloneDVD2 or
AnyDVD you may press F1 and get a Text Box related
explicitly to the screen you are currently working on.

Movies to Go ... Continued from Page 10
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SECURITY AND
DELETING FILES:

A Common Misconception
By: Bob Schwartz
Reprint from: HAL-PC.org Houston TX

You have just deleted a file from your hard drive. It’s
gone, isn’t it? Sorry! It is still there.

You want to clean up your hard drive, so you format
it. It is now clean. Nothing is on it anymore, right? Nope!
Everything is still there, except for the file directory.

How can this be? Doesn’t Delete mean remove?
Doesn’t Format clean the disk?

Each file system - has a file directory which records
the file name and it’s location.

To delete a file, the disk system only alters the file’s
name in the file directory, usually by changing the first
letter of the name. Formatting goes one step further, it
just empties the file directory. Neither does anything to
the files on the disk! They remain.

To clean a drive, either overwrite the whole drive or
the unused space. The most common way to clean
drives, especially older drives, is to write fixed or
random data that obliterates the old files.

Fortunately, all ATA drives over 1520 GB produced
since 2001 have an internal drive command that will
clean the drive sufficiently that it will meet DOD require-
ments. At the University of California at San Diego’s
Center for Magnetic Recording Research (CMRR) you
can download their free program for Secure Erase,
entitled “HDDerase.exe”. Its use meets U.S. Govern-
ment requirements for disk erasure. Secure Erase should
provide the greatest peace of mind. Internet Commentary
suggests it is even better than mechanically shredding the
disks.

If you have a good machine with good software that
you would like to pass on to someone else, and you
don’t have all the original disks - remove personal
information. I suggest this approach:

1. “Delete” the contents of: all the “My” folders -
My Documents, My Pictures, My Music; Recent; Temp
or Temporary folders; Recycle Bin; Cookies; Down-
loads; and the entire folders for Quicken and Tax
preparation software.

2. Clean your Registry of all personal data. For XP,
go to Start/Run, type regedit and press Enter. Go to
edit and click on find. Enter your last name, click on
find next. When the first entry is found, go to edit and
select modify. Delete your name (it should be in color).
Depressing the space bar may clear it. Go back to edit
and click on find next, etc. Keep on until you get a
message that you have reached the end. Then repeat
the above with your first name, then your street, your
phone number, bank name, broker name, and anything
else of a personal nature that you used.

3. Find and download a registry cleaner. Use it to
remove unnecessary items from the registry. Ccleaner
is an example.

4. Defragment the drive. This condenses the files
and moves them toward the beginning of the drive.

5. Locate and download a wipe application such as
bcwipe. Use it to wipe (overwrite) all unused space.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Before editing your “regis-
try”, back it up first, please.

This should effectively sanitize your disk, leaving it
clean, safe and usable.

Loss of personal information and the risk of identity
theft is a risk for you. For a business, the loss of
personal, financial, or medical data may subject it to
risk from recent laws, both federal and state.

I have been repairing or rehabilitating older ma-
chines as a hobby to give them a second life. There are
many good machines and plenty of worthy recipients. If
there is good software worth keeping, remove all
personal data. If the software is not worth keeping,
then wipe the disk clean to install an operating system
and applications.

Removing the hard drive before you dispose of an
old machine is not a solution, unless you plan to use it in

Continued on Page 14
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Meets on the Fourth and Fifth Thurday
at the Central Baptist Church

Brevard  Users  Group  Membership  Application

First Name _________________________________

Address ___________________________________

Home Phone ________________________________

Family Membership  $25.00

Last Name _________________________________

City ______________________________________

State _______  Zip + 4 ________________________

E-mail Address ______________________________

Special Interest Groups BUG Club Information

Moving ?
Don’t miss out on any issues of the BUG Newsletter
Send your new address to:
Brevard Users Group  Att: Treasurer
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456
And e-mail to the Newsletter and Treasurer at:
newsletter@bugclub.org
treasurer@bugclub.org

Afternoon Meeting
An afternoon meeting is held on the first

Monday of the month at 2pm, in One Senior
Place,  8085 Spyglass Hill Rd, Viera.

 BUG E-MAIL LIST
To be included in the BUG  E-Mail roster, send

an E-Mail to Larry French at:
president@bugclub.org.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address and
your BUG membership number. You will then
receive notices and updates on BUG activities,

special events, changes to schedules, etc.

BUG  Officers
To be updated

Sponsorship Rates
    4 Months     8 Months    12 Months

Full Page   $160.00     $ 305.00        $ 440.00
Half Page  $  85.00     $ 162.00        $ 232.00
Qtr Page   $  45.00     $   86.00        $ 123.00
Bus Card  $  25.00      $  48.00         $   68.00

TINKERS  SIG
 Meets on most Sundays at Bob Schmidt’s house.
 Call 952-0199 to verify meeting and directions.

E-mail:  rschmidt@cfl.rr.com

WINDOWS  SIG
Meets 7:00 PM

On the second and fourth Thursdays  at the
Central Baptist Church

2503 Country Club Rd Melbourne

          BEGINNERS SIG    (Newbies)
Meets at 6:30 pm. The 4th Thursdays,
at the Central Baptist Church

NEWSLETTER  SIG
Meets twice a month on the Saturdays before and

after the BUG monthly meeting.
Place is Jim Townsend’s home.

Call 728-5979 for directions.

LINUX SIG

                IMAGING SIG
Meets at 7:00 PM the fourth

  Thursday,  at the Central Baptist Church
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Brevard Users Group
Incorporated
P. O. Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456

Monthly Meetings:
Are held at the second Thursday of
the month at Central Baptist Church
2503 Country Club Rd Melbourne at
6:30 PM.

Membership:
Is by application and payment of $25.00
annual dues.  Membership is for 12
months from receipt of dues and
includes a year’s subscription to the
newsletter.

Your membership expires on the date
indicated in the upper left of your
address label (YYYY\MM). Please
allow six weeks for processing the
renewal.

BUG Officers

President:
Larry French                   837-0962
president@bugclub.org

Vice President
Lester Cassel
vicepresident@bugclub.org

Treasurer:
Dave Riches
treasurer@bugclub.org

Secretary:
Eileen Cameron
secretary@bugclub.org

Member at Large:
Dan Wadler

Special Interest Groups

Beginners’ SIG:
Larry French                    837-0962
beginners@bugclub.org

Hardware  (Tinkers)  SIG:
Bob Schmidt                    952-0199
hardware@bugclub.org

Newsletter Publishing SIG:
Jim Townsend                   728-5979
newsletter@bugclub.org

Win 9x/XP SIG:
George Rymer                  724-6715
Chuck Boring                   454-9455
Bob Staples                      255-2623

Imaging SIG:
Ed McEwen   imaging@bugclub.org

BUG Web Page:
http://bugclub.org

Tom Butler                     242-9869
geotbutler@juno.com

FACUG Representative:
Open

Program Director:
Dan Wadler

Webmaster:
Eric Arnold
webmaster@bugclub.org

Committee Chairperson

Beginners Help:

Linux SIG
Chris Crisafulli
linux-sig@bugclub.org


