


 2                   BUG Newsletter                 January 2009

T The BUG Newsletter is created on a AMD
Athlon XP 2400 Mhz computer using PageMaker
6.01, on Windows 98se.

Articles, Reports, and new Advertisements should
reach the Managing Editor or Desk Top Publishing
SIG by 5:00 p.m  the Friday before the second
Wednesday of the month. Items received after the
deadline will be held for the following month’s issue.

The articles contained in this Newletter do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the Group, Editor,
or Publisher or any other person other than the author
of the article. The Brevard Users Group does not
support or condone illegal copying of software.

Permission is granted to copy articles, provided
the source is disclosed and proper credit is given to
the author.

All questions, correspondence, and other items
pertaining to the Newsletter should be directed to one
of the Editors.

    Questions involving advertising should be
directed to  Advertising  at the address below.

Articles or items of interest for inclusion in the
newsletter should be sent to The Editor at:

Brevard User’s Group
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, Fl. 32902-2456 or
Jim Townsend           728-5979
E-mail to:   newsletter@bugclub.org

Managing Editor Jim Townsend

Assistant Editors Ed McEwen,
Jack Nash

Newsletter  Volunteers: Dan Wadler
Distribution: John Williams
Home Page: http://bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE

BREVARD USERS GROUP
WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY

  January, 21st, 2009
At 7:00 pm

IN
The Melbourne Library

Visitors welcome!

Visit the BUG CLUB web site
 for the latest schedule.
http://bugclub.org

There will be a drawing for Door Prizes!
You must be a member and present to win!

ELECTRONIC WHOLESALERS
(321) 727-9010

ASTRO TOO
Surplus/Electronics Equipment/Parts

                   Computer Service

  6949 W. Nasa Blvd.                       (321) 727-9010
  W. Melbourne, FL 32904      Fax: (321) 253-2292

Web Site: http://AstroToo.com
EMail: 2@AstroToo.Com

Attention
Newsletter Editors

This publication is produced by:
Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.

The same printer used by many user groups, local
churches, mobile home parks, and many others at
affordable rates.

Creative Technology prints, folds, addresses, and
mails newsletters for your club, organization, family or
business from a ”pdf format” sent by e-mail or disk,
saving you lots of time and expense.

Contact Bob today to see how much money we
can save your organization. E-mail bob@ctimls.com

Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-2743
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Ubuntu & Linux Software
by Brian K. Lewis, Ph.D., Member of the Sarasota
Personal Computer Users Group, Inc., Florida
www.spcug.org
bwsail (at) yahoo.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

I suppose some of you might be wondering why I
have been writing about the Ubuntu Linux operating
system and Linux software. As I noted in last month’s
article my laptop is now my sole computer. Although it
has a Pentium 4 processor it only has 512 MB of RAM.
Naturally, that means it is incapable of running Windows
Vista. But it does easily run Ubuntu with more than
enough memory to do multi-tasking with no reduction in
speed. I also know that there are a number of the
members of the SPCUG that use computers that are
running Windows 98 or Windows XP. The point is, that
it is not necessary to try to upgrade these computers to
run Vista or to buy a new computer. Instead you have
the free alternative of installing Ubuntu or another
version of Linux. This article will discuss some of the
range of free Linux software and how easy it is to install
it.

The original installation CD of Ubuntu included the
OpenOffice software. OpenOffice includes a word
processor, spreadsheet and presentation applications.
These are fully compatible with the components of
Microsoft Office. I frequently receive documents
prepared in MS Word and they open directly into
OpenOffice Writer. I can edit, comment and save a
copy in the OpenOffice format. Then I can return the
modified document to the originator in MS Word format
with all the edits and comments intact. The same is true
for spreadsheets. The OpenOffice presentation applica-
tion (Impress) reads, writes and modifies PowerPoint
files as easily as Writer works with documents.
OpenOffice also includes a Drawing application. Draw-
ing is an application that I haven’t used.

Other included software with Ubuntu are Ekiga
(internet phone software), Pidgeon (internet messenger),

Evolution (e-mail), and a remote desktop viewer.
Graphics software includes the F-Spot photo manager,
GIMP Image Editor and Xsane scanner software. Also,
there is a CD burner, movie player for DVDs and two
music players.

I grant you that the included software doesn’t
always meet all the needs for many users. So Ubuntu
has several ways of installing additional software. I
mentioned last month about installing the drivers for my
printer, scanner and the wireless modem. This month I
will continue with other applications that are the equiva-
lent of those that I used under Windows. The installation
of these applications was much easier than installing
drivers for the accessory hardware.

The first step in installing any application is to go to
the Applications – Add/Remove menu. When this
application runs it provides you with a list of all the
software available through Ubuntu and its third-party
providers. On the left side of the window are listed
various categories that you can highlight and the appro-
priate applications are then listed on the right side. When
you highlight a specific application, a description appears
in the lower portion of the window. There is also a
search box that you can use to find a specific program
or a group of programs.

Since I maintain my financial records on my com-
puter I wanted a financial program that ran under
Ubuntu. Not knowing the specific name, I just searched
on the term “finances”. This brought up a list of financial
software. One of the interesting aspects of the Add/
Remove application is that programs are rated based on
feedback from users using 1 to 5 stars. There was a 5
star application listed, GNUcash, which can import files
in the Quicken format. So I put a check mark in the box
by the application name and then clicked on the “Apply
Changes” button. This brought up another window for
verification of the changes to be made. After clicking on
“OK”, the application was downloaded from the
Internet and installed on the hard drive without any
further action on my part. A shortcut icon was also
added to the Office portion of the applications menu.
There was no reboot required to complete this process.
After the installation, the “Add/Remove” application
reported the successful installation and remained open in
case I wanted to use it further.
Continued on Page 7
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My Windows financial software was Microsoft
Money. Supposedly it will export its data files in the
Quicken format. I did that and then copied the files from
the Windows partition to the Ubuntu partition. However,
the import into GNUcash was not really successful. I’m
not sure why but I suspect there was information missing
which resulted in misidentification of some of the ac-
counts. Anyway, I selected an arbitrary date and entered
opening balances for that date. So now, it is working
perfectly and is in agreement with my bank balances.
Using it is even somewhat easier than working with
either Money or Quicken. Plus, the price is right.

Another application that I needed for Ubuntu was a
genealogy program. Here again I was able to find a five
star program, GRAMPS. (Very appropriate name I
thought.) It was also available through the “Add/Re-
move” application so installation was completed quickly.
GRAMPS imports GED files as do many genealogy
programs. So I exported my files from my Windows
software in the GED format then copied the GED file to
the Ubuntu partition. The import into GRAMPS was
essentially a two-click operation. Everything, including
notes and references, were now available in an Ubuntu
application. GRAMPS also has more report formats
than my Windows software included. So I consider it a
very successful replacement.

For quite some time I have used a PDA, specifically
a Sony Clie which runs Palm Pilot software. The Sony
CD loaded the Windows version to the hard drive and
also included software to synchronize with the PDA.
Since I have considerable contact information in the Clie
along with many memoranda, I really wanted to be able
to run this under Ubuntu. In the System-Preferences
menu there is a selection for PalmOS devices. Now that
sounded like it would be quite simple to install the
applications necessary to run the Clie. Clicking on the
selection runs the Gnome-Pilot application which helps
the user to determine the settings for synchronizing with
the Clie. Unfortunately, it could not find the Clie PDA.
So I had to go back online to the Ubuntu forums to see
if I could find the secret. It turns out that getting a PDA
recognized and synced with Ubuntu is not always
simple. After spending considerable time reading various
solutions I came across a command line entry that
showed the entries where my Clie was being recognized

by Ubuntu. The PDA was properly identified by vendor
and product ID’s. Now all the information I had gath-
ered indicated that the PDA should be listed as using a
USB connection and usually ttyUSB0 and ttyUSB1.
Much to my surprise my printout showed the Clie as
using ttyUSB9 and ttyUSB10. The Gnome-Pilot soft-
ware refused to accept either of these as valid locations.
However, another application, J-Pilot, accepted
ttyUSB10 and synced with the Clie when the sync
button was clicked. The synchronization transferred all
of my information directly into the J-Pilot software. This
software works on the desktop in a very similar manner
to the Clie and Pilot software I had used under Win-
dows. Successive synchronizations have also been
successful. So that was one less application that would
need to run under Windows.

There has been one big disappointment in the
hardware setup. I have a multi-function media card
reader built into the laptop. It reads SD cards as well as
xD, MMC, and memory sticks. This reader works great
under Windows as a way to transfer photos from my
camera to the computer. However, there is apparently
no driver available for this to work under Ubuntu. The
card reader is manufactured by 02 Micro and they
apparently don’t believe Linux is here to stay so they
have no plans to create Linux drivers for any of their
products. At least that’s the quotation from a response
to a query from a Ubuntu user. So when I have photos
to transfer to my computer I can either reboot into
Windows, or I can connect the camera with a USB
cable. The USB cable works fine as Ubuntu recognizes
the camera right away. It also opens the F-Spot Photo
Manager which allows me to choose the pictures and
the location where I want them saved.

One of the applications included with Ubuntu is
Brasero, a CD/DVD burner. When I first tried to use it,
it refused to recognize my DVD+R discs. It would read
and write DVD-R/RW with no difficulty. Since I had a
supply of the +R discs I decided to look for other DVD
burning software. In the ADD/Remove application there
were several CD/DVD burners listed. One of them was
five star application called K3B. It was written primarily
to work with the KDE destop that is an alternative to the
GNOME desktop. The KDE desktop comes with

Ubuntu & Linux ... Continued from Page 6

Continued on Page 8
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Mac versus PC
By Sandy Berger, Compukiss.com
www.compukiss.com
sandy (at) compukiss.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

We have all seen the popular Apple television
commercials encouraging computer users to switch from
Windows to Mac. Not only are the commercials con-
vincing, but Apple has made some moves that make the
Mac a viable option for computer users. In years past,
the biggest drawback to purchasing a Mac was that
Windows software was incompatible with a Mac. You
couldn’t use Windows software that was not available in
a Mac version so switching from a PC to a Mac meant
repurchasing all your software applications.

Then Apple made the move from Motorola proces-
sors to Intel processors. This made the Apple hardware
compatible with Windows software. Any Mac that you
purchase today is able to run both the Windows and the
Mac operating system. You can do this by using a free
Apple program called Boot Camp that is available to all
Mac users. Using Boot Camp, you have to reboot the
computer every time you want to switch between the
two operating systems. Another option makes using
Windows on a Mac even easier. If you purchase a
simple virtualization product like Parallels, you can
switch on the fly.

Being able to run Windows on a Mac has been a
boon to Apple. In 2004 their market share in the operat-
ing system segment was a little over 3%. Today it is
close to 8% and growing.

There are fewer worries when using a Mac. For the
most part, Macs are almost completely virus and
spyware free. It’s not that Macs are actually more
secure, it’s just that with the viruses and programs that
infiltrate computers to steal information and to send out
spam are operating system-specific. In other words, the
hackers have to create their programs to run on either
Windows or Mac. Since the Windows operating system

is currently running on over 90% of computers, that
operating system is the most likely target for the bad
guys. So right now, Macs are ignored by most hackers.

It can also be said that Macs run their software
better than PCs. The reason that this is true is that
because Apple produces all of the hardware they can
have strict control over every hardware component. So
the software producers know exactly what hardware
their software will run on. In the PC world, slight differ-
ences in the hardware can cause software headaches.
As you know, with HP, Dell, Acer, Sony, Gateway, and
many others producing the hardware, there is compat-
ibility, but not necessarily full hardware/software compli-
ance.

So why doesn’t everyone switch to the Mac? Well,
it can be summed up quite easily in one word, “Price”.
Macs always have been, and are still are, more expen-
sive than PCs. Often Macs can cost several hundreds of
dollars more than comparable Window’s machines. This
week Apple announced their first sub-$1,000 laptop
computer. The MacBook will now be selling at $999.
Their higher-end MacBook Pro will start at $1,999. In
contrast, you can buy many Windows laptops for under
$1,000, and some are now even under $500.

Another thing that makes the Mac more costly is
that when you purchase an Apple computer it comes
with the Mac OS X operating system. If you want to run
Windows on your Mac as well, you will have to pur-
chase a full version of Windows. As I write this, Amazon
is selling the full version of Windows XP Home Edition
for $179. A full version of Windows Vista Home Pre-
mium is currently selling at Amazon for $222. If you
want to add the ability to easily switch between the two
operating systems, you will have to dish out about $80
more for Parallels or another good virtualization pro-
gram. In some cases those added costs can almost
double the cost of a cheap PC.

The other reason that some people won’t switch to
a Mac is that they don’t want to have to learn to use a
new operating system. But if you are currently using
Windows XP and you purchase a new computer now,
you will have at least a slight learning curve to make the
transition to Windows Vista.

Continued on Page 11
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THIS AND THAT
By Elizabeth B. Wright, Member,
Computer Club of Oklahoma City
www.ccokc.org  - wright599new (at) sbcglobal.net

This article has been obtained from APCUG with
the author’s permission for publication by APCUG
member groups; all other uses require the permission
of the author (see e-mail address above).

LOST AND GONE FOREVER....... OR NOT.

Well, it finally happened. A picture which had taken
far too much of my time was finally ready for printing. I
sent it online to my favorite photo store. Expecting to see
a picture good enough to share with family, it was a great
disappointment when I picked up the print to see that
parts of it were not up to that standard. A renewed
frenzy of “fiddling” with it resulted in losing track of the
names used for the changes. When I thought I had
everything in order, I chose to eliminate the extra files.
And did I do a good job. Not only did I choose the
unwanted files, but also included the one version which
was half way good. No recycle bin, no delete, but the
ultimate “destroy.” In other words, probably only the
CIA would be able to recover the file from my hard
disk.

Starting from scratch with the original image, I tried
to retrace my steps to reach the same quality as the lost
file. I had the hard copy print, so I knew what I wanted
it to look like. But for some reason nothing worked and
my renewed efforts to enhance the picture did not give
me the results I had previously attained. But there was
real improvement in one area that was so lacking in the
lost image.

The newest image was then uploaded to the photo
store and while doing so I noticed that the original
picture was still online. And as in all things ethernet, the
image could be reloaded to my computer via a down-
load. It was a little difficult, but the end result was I got
my picture back. Then the problem areas of the picture
were corrected and the end result was a very acceptable
print. So while a lot of time was spent on a rather
insignificant picture, the knowledge obtained as a result
made it well worth the effort.

After a recent study group meeting my friend
Dorothy asked me if I learned anything. My answer was
the same as always. I never attend any kind of meeting
that I DON’T learn something. Now maybe it isn’t
something that will change my life forever, but more
often than not it is something that enriches my life, if
even in a small way.

In addition to that, whenever someone asks me for
help, usually we both learn something. The most recent
request for help reminded me, once again, when helping
someone over the phone with a computer problem, it is
important to have them start at the very top of their
computer screen and describe exactly what they see all
the way down. With that information it is often possible
to pinpoint a possible area of trouble and generate ideas
for solutions. Many times the description of the prob-
lem, while usually understandable, does not contain that
one little piece of information that will lead to the an-
swer. So by following the procedure of top to bottom
on the screen, we solved the problem and I took away
at least as much from the experience as did the recipient
of my help.

As humans age time seems to fly ever more swiftly
by. But I don’t think that is what has been happening in
real time when it comes to technology. It looks to me
like many things are moving so rapidly that we almost
miss them.

Not all that long ago it was hard to imagine a small 8
Gig USB drive that could fit on your keychain. So
portable, so useful. Of course they came on the market
and were being sold at prices often over the $100 mark.
Now they are practically throwaways, good for birthday
presents, stocking stuffers for Christmas, Hanukkah and
other celebrations as well as any other gift giving occa-
sion. Should this be troubling? Perhaps it signals the end
of one technology era and the beginning of another. My
crystal ball is a bit cloudy on this one, so I will leave it to
the more savvy writers to tell you the answer. All I know
is that for now those handy little USB drives are so
useful that it’s hard to imagine how we did without them.
At the present time we are seeing 16 Gig USB drives
with prices over $100. How long before they will be
things of the past?

Continued on Page 13
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Brevard  Users  Group  Membership  Application

First Name _________________________________

Address ___________________________________

Home Phone ________________________________

Family Membership  $25.00

Last Name _________________________________

City ______________________________________

State _______  Zip + 4 ________________________

E-mail Address ______________________________

Special Interest Groups BUG Club Information

Moving ?
Don’t miss out on any issues of the BUG Newsletter
Send your new address to:
Brevard Users Group  Att: Treasurer
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456
And e-mail to the Newsletter and Treasurer at:
newsletter@bugclub.org
treasurer@bugclub.org

Afternoon Meeting
An afternoon meeting is held on the first

Monday of the month at 2pm, in One Senior
Place,  8085 Spyglass Hill Rd, Viera.

 BUG E-MAIL LIST
To be included in the BUG  E-Mail roster, send

an E-Mail to Larry French at:
president@bugclub.org.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address and
your BUG membership number. You will then
receive notices and updates on BUG activities,

special events, changes to schedules, etc.

BUG  Officers
Meets the First Wednesday of the month at the

Fee Ave. Library, in Study room 1
Time 7:00 pm to 8:00pm

Sponsorship Rates
    4 Months     8 Months    12 Months

Full Page   $160.00     $ 305.00        $ 440.00
Half Page  $  85.00     $ 162.00        $ 232.00
Qtr Page   $  45.00     $   86.00        $ 123.00
Bus Card  $  25.00      $  48.00         $   68.00

TINKERS  SIG
 Meets on most Sundays at Bob Schmidt’s house.
 Call 952-0199 to verify meeting and directions.

E-mail:  rschmidt@cfl.rr.com

WINDOWS  SIG
Meets 7:00 PM Thursdays

1st & 3rd Thursday at Eau Gallie Library.
All Other Thursdays at Melbourne Library on

Fee Avenue.

          BEGINNERS SIG    (Newbies)
Meets at 6:30 pm. The 2nd and 4th Thursdays, in
the Fee Ave Library, before the Windows SIG

NEWSLETTER  SIG
Meets twice a month on the Saturdays before and

after the BUG monthly meeting.
Place is Jim Townsend’s home.

Call 728-5979 for directions.

LINUX SIG
Meets on the Second and Fourth Tuesdays in

the small conference room at the
Melbourne Library on Fee Ave. 7:00 pm

                IMAGING SIG
Meets at 7:00 PM the second  Thursdays,

after the beginners SIG, at the Fee Ave Li-
brary in Melbourne.
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Brevard Users Group
Incorporated
P. O. Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456

Meetings:
Are held at the Melbourne Library  on
Fee Ave. the third Wednesday of the
month at 7:00 PM.

Membership:
Is by application and payment of $25.00
annual dues.  Membership is for 12
months from receipt of dues and
includes a year’s subscription to the
newsletter.

Your membership expires on the date
indicated in the upper left of your
address label (YYYY\MM). Please
allow six weeks for processing the
renewal.

BUG Officers

President:
Larry French                   837-0962
president@bugclub.org

Vice President
Lester Cassel
vicepresident@bugclub.org

Treasurer:
Dave Riches
treasurer@bugclub.org

Secretary:
Eileen Cameron
secretary@bugclub.org

Member at Large:
Dan Wadler

Special Interest Groups

Beginners’ SIG:
Larry French                    837-0962
beginners@bugclub.org

Hardware  (Tinkers)  SIG:
Bob Schmidt                    952-0199
hardware@bugclub.org

Newsletter Publishing SIG:
Jim Townsend                   728-5979
newsletter@bugclub.org

Win 9x/XP SIG:
George Rymer                  724-6715
Chuck Boring                   454-9455
Bob Staples                      255-2623

Imaging SIG:
Ed McEwen   imaging@bugclub.org

BUG Web Page:
http://bugclub.org

Tom Butler                     242-9869
geotbutler@juno.com

FACUG Representative:
Open

Program Director:
Dan Wadler

Webmaster:
Eric Arnold
webmaster@bugclub.org

Committee Chairperson

Beginners Help:

Linux SIG
Chris Crisafulli
linux-sig@bugclub.org


